01 OCT 1998
Umo- Deny
UMNO DI VI SI ON DENI ES SUPPCRTI NG ANVAR S REFORM MOVEMENT

MELAKA, Cct 1 (Bernama) -- Kota Mel aka Umo division chief Datuk Am d
Nordi n today denied that the division was involved in the reformnovenent
initiated by Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"Previously we supported Anwar because he was the Deputy Prime M nister
and Deputy Umo President...now he is no | onger a nenber of the party, so
why support hi manynore,” he said.

Speaki ng at a news conference here, Am d also denied that his division
was i nvol ved in subversive activities to topple the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

He said the division's support for Dr Mahathir and for the Prine
M ni ster's sacking of Anwar was cl ear and shoul d not be questi oned by
anyone.

On Tuesday, Mel aka state assenbly speaker Datuk Nasir Manap called on
Umo headquarters to investigate Kota Mel aka Umo division saying its
| eaders were anong those involved in activities to bring down Dr Mahathir
and in organising a ceramah of the reformnovenent here on Sept 13.

"This division was anong the first to express support for the Prine
M ni ster and the party's suprenme council with regard to the action agai nst
Anwar...We sent a letter of support on Sept 9," said Am d.

He said the division would nowwite to Umo headquarters about Nasir's
statement which he all eged was not supported by evi dence.

"W are al so prepared to be investigated, and if the party accusing us
has proof please bring it to the suprene council,"” he added.
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