08 SEP 1998
LEAD Mahat hi r - Anwar
UWNO GRASSROOT LEADERS ACCEPT MAHATHI R s EXPLANATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- Sone 5,000 Umo grassroot |eaders
gat hered here today accepted party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s expl anati on why he sacked Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim

"They seemto accept ... there were no signs that they didn't," Dr
Mahathir told reporters after the one-and-a-half hour closed door neeting
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWCQC)

He hoped that following this, he will not have to give further
expl anati ons.

Dr Mahathir, who earlier in the day said Anwar was renpved because of
"l ow noral s", said he related to the Umo nenbers the events | eading to
Anwar ' s di smi ssal

The gathering was attended by state, divisional and branch | eaders. It
was the first direct explanation by Dr Mahathir to party nmenbers since
Anwar's sacking fromthe Cabi net on Wednesday and his expul sion fromthe
party the next day.

"I told themthat he was not qualified to | ead the country, that his
character does not qualify himto be a |l eader," the Prine Mnister said

Dr Mahathir said that apart frompolice investigations, he did his own
investigations into the allegations agai nst Anwar and was convi nced (of
Anwar' s i nvol venent).

Anwar has been accused of a host of mnisdeneanours, including sexual
m sconduct, |eaking state secrets and threatening national security.

Asked about the possibility of Anwar being readmitted to the party on
appeal by sone divisions fromhis hone-state Pulau Pinang, Dr Mhathir
said: "No, not a hope."

He said the Umo | eaders would help to explain what had happened to the
peopl e on the ground as many were still confused.

"They need to be told by our people,” he said.

However, he said there would be sone di e-hards who could not be
convi nced even after the matter had been explained to them

Asked if he should also explain to all Ml aysians, the prinme mnister

said: "I don't think I need to explain to Mal aysians at |arge as over tine,
they will understand."”
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