05 OCT 1998
Ghaf ar - | eader s
UWNO HAS NEVER BEEN DEVO D OF LEADERS- GHAFAR BABA

JELI, Kelantan, Cct 5 (Bernamm) -- Forner Deputy Prime Mnister Tun
Gnhaf ar Baba has said that since independence Umo has never been devoid of
| eaders particularly to take up the nation's helm

Umo whi ch was the backbone of this country's admnistration had
produced many tal ented | eaders, he said.

Umo had continued with its excellence in this | eadership area and had
produced a forenost |eader in the personage of the present Prine M nister,
Ghaf ar sai d.

"We need not rush into finding a replacenent as it is better for Dr
Mahat hir (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad) to continue to hold the post and
hi s successor can be found slowy," he said after briefing the people of
Kanpugn Air Lanas on the country's econonm c sl owdown yest erday.

He said as the country was experiencing an econonic sl owdown and in
view of the current political situation the issue of finding a successor
for Dr Mahathir shoul d not be rai sed as the present governnent had shown
excel l ence and wi sdomin handling problens.

"Hence we should not be hasty...if we select soneone who is not suited
to ther requirenments of Malaysia...the people will stand to |ose," he said.

Ghaf ar said a successor to the Prime Mnister of this country was naned
intw ways -- by the incunbent Prine Mnister hinself or appointed on the
advi ce of the Umo Suprene Council

He said anpbng the criterea was that the candidate for Prinme M nister
shoul d have the support of all the races in the country and not just Umo
as Mal aysia was a nulti-racial country.
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