09/ 09/ 1998
Umo | eaders satisfied with PMs expl anation

Sa' odah Elias; Al ex Choong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - A cross-section of Umo | eaders who attended the
briefing given by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today canme out satisfied
with the | engthy explanation for the expul sion of deputy president Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahim

They believed that they were now well equipped to explain to the
grassroots the reasons which led to the renoval of Anwar fromthe Cabi net
and expul sion fromthe party.

Al those interviewed were in agreenent that the party president's
expl anation had further strengthened their belief that the action agai nst
Anwar was right and that it had to be taken to safeguard the party's inmage
besi des the country and religion.

Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri |Isa Samad said Dr Mahathir's
briefing woul d now nake it easier for |eaders to explain the matter to the
grassroots.

Suprene Council nenber Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, who is al so
International Trade and I ndustry Mnister, said with the | engthy
expl anation, all right-thinking Umo nmenbers shoul d now be able to wei gh
the truth regardi ng the issue.

Raf i dah added that while many mght find it difficult to swall ow sone
part of the explanation because of the seriousness of the allegations
agai nst Anwar, they have to accept it if they were seeking the truth.

Anot her Suprene Council nenber, Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said he was
relieved to hear the explanation as it had now cleared the air.

The Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister said there woul d be no
nmor e confusi on anong Umo nenbers as to why such actions were taken
agai nst Anwar .

Megat Junid said the explanati on had now made it easier for himto
explain the matter to the grassroots.

Youth and Sports Mnister, Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said it was clear
fromthe explanation that Dr Mahathir could not conprom se on the question
of the integrity of the party.

Muhyi ddin said: "It is quite natural for this issue to take sonetine to
settle but I do not think it will take too long follow ng the
conmpr ehensi ve expl anati on fromDr Mahat hir"

He added that the briefing had renoved doubts and uncertai nty anong
party nmenbers

Anot her Suprene Council nenber Datuk Dr Affifuddin Orar said, judging
fromthe response fromthe people in the hall, they were satisfied with Dr
Mahat hir' s expl anati on.

Dr Mahathir's briefing, he said, would enable the | eaders to explain the
matter fully to nenbers.

Sel angor Umo Youth head Jaya Kusunma Rusman said with the expl anation
menbers woul d now under st and why such drastic neasures needed to be taken
agai nst Anwar.

Sabah Wanita Umo head Datuk Norjan Khan Bahadar said she was totally
satisfied with Dr Mahathir's explanati on and woul d do her best to brief
menbers who were not able to conme to Kual a Lunpur today.

"Knowi ng the details of the circunstances | eading to Anwar's expul sion,
we are now satisfied that Dr Mahat hir had done the right thing," she
added.

MP for Yan Datuk Badruddin Amruldin said he wholly believed that Dr



Mahat hir's expl anati on woul d wi pe out any confusi on over the issue.

"It is now nmuch clearer...it is easier for us to brief the grassroots on
what actual |y happened. "

Federal Territory Ummo Liaison Conmittee chairnman, Datuk Sul ei man
Mohamad said Dr Mahathir's explanati on was too convincing not to be
accept ed.

The expl anati on contai ned enough details that can be used to explain to
ordi nary nenbers.

"It is also totally unthinkable that Umo nmenbers will believe Anwar's
version, as it will also nmean that they will have to believe that our
president will stoop that |ow as to fabricate sonmething that terrible
about his forner deputy.

"There is no reason for Dr Mahathir to nention acts which are considered
an aberration by Muslins if his intentionis only for personal interest."

MP for Machang Dat uk Shukri Mhd said he was al so convinced and that the
action taken by Dr Mahathir was correct.

"What is even nmore convincing to me is the responsible manner in which
Dr Mahat hir had approached the issue and how painful it is for himto act
the way he had," he added.

Silam MP Datuk Railey Jeffrey said the explanation had answered all the
questions that nenbers were asking since Anwar was expell ed.

"I believe, it is nowthe duty of other |eaders to explain the matters
to menbers who are not here today," he added.

Jeram St at e Assenbl ywoman Mesrah Sel anat said that even without the
expl anation she had already started explaining to her constituents why Dr
Mahat hir had to sack Anwar.

"After today, it will be easier as | amnow confident that I will be
able to do so nore convincingly."
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