19 DEC 1998
Abdul | ah- Umo
UVWNO NEEDS S| NCERE MEMBERS, SAY ABDULLAH

| POH, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- Umo, the foundation of the Barisan Nasiona
governnent's strength, needs sincere nenbers because any action that
opposes the party's struggle will cause it to weaken and | ose respect,

vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badaw said.

Umo wanted its nenbers to fight for the party and not criticise its
own | eaders to the extent of humliating the party, he told reporters after
attendi ng a di nner organi sed by the | poh Barat Umo division, here, |ast
ni ght.

He said, however, that it was difficult to identify insincere nenbers
and that it was easier to fight external forces.

He said Umo nenbers had a responsibility to nake the party strong and
respected so that it could continue to play a significant role in enhancing
the dignity of the people and country in the next m |l ennium

On the resolution of several problens with Singapore, Abdullah, who is
Foreign Mnister, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamd and
his counterpart Goh Chok Tong had reached an agreenent on the matter and
the officials of both countries would start di scussions as soon as
possi bi | e.

Anong the issues to be discussed are water supply to Singapore, the
customs, inmmgration and quarantine centre and Keretai Tanah Melayu land in
the republic and joint devel opment projects.

On Mal aysians in Iraq, which had been bonbed by the United States and
Britain for the past two days, he said there was no need yet to recall them
but if they wanted to return, the ministry would hel p them

Meanwhi l e, in TANAH MERAH, acting Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shamuddin
Tun Hussein advised its nmenbers to give priority to the institution of the
party rather than the | eaders.

Leaders woul d come and go but the party remained as an institution that
woul d deternmine the lifestyle of the people and country, he said at a
meet -t he- peopl e sessi on yest er day.

He said the disunity in Umo was the result of some menbers no | onger
respecting the institution of the party and instead giving priority to
certain | eaders.

He said all party nenbers had a responsibility to give their loyalty
and full support to Dr Mahathir who was an el ected | eader who had di spl ayed
good and effective | eadership.
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