18/ 09/ 1998

“Umo party nenbers will decide on DPM post

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said yesterday he woul d
leave it to party nmenbers to deci de through denocratic process the
appoi ntment of Deputy Prine Mnister.

“I'f | appoint a Deputy Prime Mnister now, he will have the edge (for
the post of deputy president at next year's party elections),” Dr Mahathir
said after watching the Cormonweal th Ganmes' athletics, hockey and | awn
bow events in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

The Prinme M nister was asked on suggestions by Johor Baru Umo divi sion
chi ef Datuk Shahrir Abdul Samad that he appoint his deputy inmmediately to
avoi d further specul ation. The post of Deputy Prine Mnister was |eft
vacant follow ng the dismssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
governnent and party posts on Septenber 2 and 3 respectively.

On who will take charge of the country when he is overseas, Dr Mahathir
said no one would act as head of Governnent, adding that he foresees no
probl ens when he | eaves for Japan, a trip schedul ed for next nonth.

"It is just for a short while. Previously, both Anwar (then Deputy Prine
M ni ster) and nyself had gone out of the country at the sanme tine and
there were no probl ens," he added.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on the nationwi de roadshow by Anwar, and the
evi dence to proof the latter's innocence which was said to be kept at
various places in the country and | ndonesi a.

"He (Anwar) is entitled to his opinion when canpai gning in public, but
he should not, prior to being produced in court, nake clainms that the
courts are unfair.

"If he does have the necessary evidence to prove his innocence, he is
wel cone to produce thembefore the courts,” he said, adding attenpts by
Anwar to cast aspersions on the judiciary and the police force are part of
his strategy to discredit these institutions.

Descri bi ng such statements as Anwar's formof defence, Dr Mahathir said
"I'n the event he (Anwar) is found guilty, he would claimthat the courts
were unfair and that it was a conspiracy."”

On Wednesday, Anwar had cl ai ned that he had "black and white proof" that
he was innocent.

To prevent the evidence frombeing seized by the police, Anwar cl ai nmed
that they had been kept in 30 to 40 places in various parts of the country
and al so in I ndonesi a.

"Even if the evidence is kept abroad, he is entitled to produce them...
we don't have any problem W have a due process of law, " Dr Mahathir
sai d, adding Anwar al so surrounded hinself with people all the time, with
the hope that his supporters could create problens in the event he was
arrest ed.

"Qoviously, he is hoping that in the event he is charged, all his
followers are going to gather around the courts and create problens. In
ot her words, he has no respect for the courts at all.

The Prime M nister also expressed regret that Anwar had |ikened recent
police actions to that of the Israeli intelligence agencies, the Shabak
and t he Mbssad.

"If we had such a police force, the rakyat will be suffering," Dr
Mahat hir said, adding "they (the rakyat) are happy, continue to nmake
nmoney, watch sports ... enjoy thenselves."
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