03/ 03/ 1998

Umo bars contest for top post of divisions

IN A nmove to reduce tension in the run-up to party el ections on March 12-
29, the Umo Suprene Council |ast night decided to cut down on the nunber
of contests for the posts of division head.

In saying that efforts should instead be focused on resolving the
country's econom c probl ens, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the party
president, noted this will not only save cost as fewer neetings have to be
organi sed, but also help prevent noney politics in the el ections.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the monthly neeting of the Umo
Suprene Council at the party's headquarters in Kuala Lunpur, Dr Mahathir
who is also the Prinme Mnister, said:

"W have deci ded that Supreme Council nenbers who are currently heads of
di vi sion shoul d not be chal l enged, while Supreme Council nenbers who are
not heads of divisions should al so not challenge the incunbents in the
di vi sional elections."

He al so said the neeting has agreed that all heads of division in
Kel ant an shoul d not be chal | enged.

"W have not decided on the other posts, but we do not want any contest
for the posts of division head.

"No deci sion has been made on the form of action to be taken agai nst
menbers who fail to conmply with this directive... but we have our own way
to deal with it," he said.

As this is the decision of the Supreme Council and allowed for by the
party constitution, there should not be any question of whether to observe
t he deci sion, Dr Mahathir added.

Meanwhi | e, Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid the
meeti ng endorsed recommendati ons made by the Disciplinary and Managenent
Conmittee to expel seven menbers for hel ping the opposition in the Sunga
Bakap, Penang, state by-election in Novenber |ast year, and two for being
active in the Jenpol Ummo division despite having had their nenbership
suspended earlier for alleged noney politics.

Anwar al so announced the suspension of five menbers for causing chaos at
recent branch neetings.
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