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Hi shanmuddi n
UWNO YOUTH " SUPPORT M S| A" SECRETARI AT TO BE PERVANENT FEATURE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 9 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth said it will turn the
"Support Ml aysi a" secretariat that it initiated last nonth into a
permanent institution to gather public feedback on current issues.

Movenent acting chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said today the
secretariat, located at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC), will operate
during office hours.

"It will entertain telephone calls and gather information fromthe
public wi shing to express views and al so those di spleased with us," he told
a press conference after chairing an Umo Youth executive conmittee neeting
her e.

The secretariat was originally nmeant to run a "Support Ml aysi a"
si gnature canpai gn and take calls from Mal aysi ans infuriated by United
States vice president Al Gore's remarks |ast nonth supporting the so-called
movenent for reformwhich had been hol di ng anti-governnment denpnstrations
here since | ast Septenber.

Core's remarks and those of currency specul at or George Soros on
Mal aysi a obviously did not reflect the views of the nagjority of the people
in the west and the US about the country, he said.

H sharmuddi n said both Gore and Soros nade those remarks for selfish
ends whil e exposing their own ignorance about the situation in Ml aysi a.

Last week while pronoting his | atest book at a Washi ngton university,
Soros called for the removal of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and the rel ease of forner deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim who is currently on trial for corruption

"Soros for instance had acknow edged that he in fact did not understand
the social situation in Mal aysia and the inpact of his statenents," said
Hi shamuddi n.

As far as the Umo Youth was concerned, H shanmuddin said both Gore and
Soros are hypocrites.

Today' s neeting decided that Umo Youth would help the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) coalition in facing the inpendi ng Sabah state el ection
i ncl udi ng organising state-1level |eadership canps and conducting " pol
dry-runs”.

H shanmuddin al so said that in the recent canpai gn Umo Youth al one
collected nore than 70,000 signatures, not to nention the youth w ngs of
t he other BN component parti es.

The neeting al so di scussed the hosting of the East Asian Young Leaders
Conference here fromFeb 22-27 next year.

About young | eaders from 12 participating and 12 observer nations wll
be attendi ng.
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