07 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
UWNO VO CES SUPPCRT FOR GOVERNMENT' S STAND ON S| NGAPORE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Umo has voiced support for the stand
adopted by the governnment on all issues relating to Singapore, including
the one concerning Mal aysia's Custons, Immgration and Quarantine (ClQ
checkpoint in the republic.

Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
the support was pl edged at the party's Supreme Council neeting here | ast
ni ght.

"We explained (at the neeting) the origins of the current row (between
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore) and our attitude towards Singapore,” he told a
press conference | ater.

So far Umo had not taken any action with regard to the issue, said Dr
Mahat hir.

Replying to a question, Dr Mahathir said Umo had no plan to neet
Si ngapore's ruling People's Action Party to discuss rel ations between the
two countries.

Si ngapore noved its Cl Q checkpoint from Tanjong Pagar to Wodl ands on
Aug 1 and asked Mal aysia too to relocate its Tanjong Pagar checkpoi nt which
is located on | and bel ongi ng to KTM Bhd. Kual a Lunpur has, however,
declined to shift.

As ties between the two countries cane under a strain due to the
checkpoint issue, Dr Mahathir earlier this week reni nded the Singapore
governnent not to take Mal aysia's considerate nature for granted.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahathir said last night's nmeeting al so di scussed the
country's economic problens especially "efforts to revive the econony and
attenpts by ot her people to underm ne our efforts”.
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