28 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Sar awak
UWNO W LL GO TO SARAWAK ONLY | F ACCEPTED, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUCHI NG Aug 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today Umo will only spread its wings to Sarawak if its people
are prepared to accept the party.

Umo did not want to be regarded as "encroachi ng® and had no intention
to go to Sarawak and start fighting with the other Barisan Nasi onal
components, he told a news conference after opening the Parti Pesaka
Bum putera Bersatu convention in Santubong, near here.

He sai d although there was a good partnership between Umo and PBB, the
entry of Umo to Sarawak still depended on the wi shes of the majority of
people in the state

"W must renenber that PBB is an anml ganati on between Pesaka (the Dayak
wi ng) and Bumiputera (the Malay wi ng). The idea of working together is not
sonething new and it is the basis of the PBB's existence in the first
pl ace," he said.

Asked if it |ooked strange that Umo had branches in all the states
except Sarawak, he said it did not work that way.

"Strange or not, we work according to the need. W do not have an
i ndoctrination approach, that we nust be here. That is not the way Ummo
functions," he said.

Asked by reporters |ater, whether Umo woul d need the consensus of the
ot her Barisan Nasional (BN) parties for its entry into Sarawak, he said it
was not necessary because other BN parties normally would not interfere
with what Umo did.

He said the BN concept of cooperation was used as a nodel by other
countries in their adm nistration.

"Sonme people ask ne how the BN, which has 14 conponents, has succeeded
i n adm ni stering Ml aysi a when other countries with only two ethnic groups
are always fighting anong thensel ves, " he said.

He said the BN practi sed noderati on and had no anbition to suppress
anyone.

For exanple, he said, although Umo was the backbone of the BN, it did
not grab nore than 50 per cent of the seats to contest in the genera
el ection except when it entered Sabah where it had slightly nore than half
of the seats.

Al t hough Umo won all the seats, it could not rule on its own, he said.

"The BN s concept is that it's better to have 50 per cent of the 100
per cent than to have 100 per cent of nothing," he added.

He said Mal aysia, as a devel opi ng nation, nust have a strong governnent
to i npl enent devel opnent projects for the well being of the people.

"Maybe hi ghly devel oped countries could afford not to have a strong
government, they make sure that the government is totally neutralised. W
see that in governments of the devel oped nations," he said.

Reiterating that the people nust remain united, he said there were
still many opportunities to foster ties while at the sane tinme retaining
their respective identities although this mght sound like a contradiction
in termns.

He al so urged Mal aysi ans to renenber the contributions of past |eaders
in pronoting unity in the country.
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