09/ 09/ 1998
Umo Youth exco supports PM

Lokman Mansor

A MAJORITY of Umo Youth exco nmenbers have closed ranks to declare their
undi vi ded support for Umo President and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his decision to expel Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimfrom
t he Governnent.

A group of 16 exco nenbers net in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday follow ng the
absence of a firmstand by Umo Youth since Anwar's expul sion from Umo
and his sacking as Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M nister |ast week.

Speaking to reporters later, Umo Youth deputy chief Datuk H shamuddin
Tun Hussein said the 16 exco nenbers and five others who could not attend
agreed to stand firmy behind Dr Mahat hir as Umo President and Prine
M ni ster.

He said all 25 Umo Youth exco nenbers were informed of the gathering.
Those present were Abdul Rahin Said, Abdul Azi m Mohd Zabidi, Mhd Supard
Ml Noor, Zein Isma lzmail, Zulkifli Mhamed Alwi, Nur Jazl an Mohaned, Aziz
Shei kh Fadzir, Kadir Daud, Datuk Abdul Fatah |skandar, Nordi n Mohd Noor,
Wahab Di n, Azizan Yaakob, Fatah Abdul | ah, Zaiyadi Awang Noh, and Jenma Khan
Abdul Mj i d.

H shanmuddi n said the five that did not attend but stated their support
were Sam i Juasi h, Jamal Nasir Rasdi, Khal ed Nordi n, Suhai m Abdul Rahim
and Mokhzani Mahat hi r.

The four exco nenbers absent were Dr Rahi m Ghouse, Saifudin Nasution
Rusl an Kassim and Umo Youth chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di

"W al so expressed our absolute belief in the Umo Supreme Council and
its decision to expel Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe party. W do not
support nor are we part of Anwar's reform novenent.

"W vehenently criticise any Umo nenber, particularly Umo Youth
menbers, who support either in principal or physically, this reform
movenent which is clearly against the party and Governnent, " Hi shamuddi n
sai d.

Ahmad Zahid and several other Umo | eaders have been criticised for
bei ng present at Anwar's residence and appearing to support the former
Deputy Prine Mnister's reformnovenent. Sone have even called for Ahnad
Zahid to resign.

Ahrmad Zahid said in a statenent on Monday that he will not step down as
Umo Youth chief as it is an elected post. He had reiterated Umo Youth's
stand in relation to the Barisan Nasional Youth neeting on Septenber 3
whi ch pl edged support for Dr Mahathir. H's presence at Anwar's house, he
said, was to show his synpathy to the latter's fanmly.

Hi shammuddi n sai d a deci si on regardi ng Ahmad Zahid's position and the
formal stand of Umo Youth will be discussed at a special Umo Youth exco
nmeeti ng on Thursday Septenber 10 1998 at 10am

"We ask all Umo Youth nenbers to remain calmand put their trust in the
Umo Yout h exco until the neeting on Thursday," he added. H shanmuddin
said he had informed Ahnad Zahi d about the outcome of the discussion via a
t el ephone conversation, but declined to say what was his response.

Asked if the exco nenbers will table a no-confidence vote agai nst Ahnad
Zahid, Hi shammuddin said it is too early to discuss such matters.

On what action will be taken agai nst Umo Youth | eaders and nenbers
clearly supporting Anwar, he said the party has channels and nmechani sns to
address this issue and will discuss it further on Thursday.

Asked about Ahmad Zahid's statenment that his position could only be



determ ned by del egates who el ected him H shammuddi n said: "Yes, we took
that into consideration."
( END)
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