21 SEP 1998
Umno- Anwar
UWMNO SUPREME COUNCI L DI SCUSSES ANVWAR

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- The Umo Supreme Council today held
a special neeting to discuss the issue relating to sacked deputy prine
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwho is now bei ng detai ned under the
Internal Security Act (I SA)

No official statenment was issued on the outconme of the neeting, held at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent here, as a press conference schedul ed there
at 5.30 pmwas called off.

"The neeting di scussed the Datuk Seri Anwar issue including explaining
to grass root party nenmbers the actual situation," said an aide to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president, chaired the neeting.

Anwar was arrested at his residence in Danmansara here | ast ni ght
foll owi ng di sturbances in the federal capital after he and his foll owers
held illegal assenblies the National Msque and Dataran Merdeka as part of
a so-call ed novenent for reform

The ai de sai d:"They di scussed what Umo should do to defuse this
situation, but its not that serious. More work has to be done to convi nce
t he people."

Dr Mahathir could not hold a press conference after the neeting as he
had to get ready to attend tonight's closing of the 16th Cormmonweal th Ganes
at the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil here.

The neeting was attended by all nmenbers of the supreme council except
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi, who is currently
abr oad.

The ai de said the council reckoned that Umo had to convince the people
about Anwar's position and the charges of sexual inproprieties against him
Dr Mahat hir sacked Anwar fromthe Cabinet | ast Sept 2 because of | ow

noral s.

Anwar, even up till his arrest last night, denied all the charges
agai nst him including the adm ssion in court by his adopted brother and
his speechwiter that they were sodom sed by him

Anwar and his foll owers became nore aggressive by holding illega
assenbl i es and causi ng di sturbances in the federal capital yesterday.

Meanwhi |l e, after the neeting the Umo Youth handed over to party
secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik a resolution pertaining to the
movenent's stand on the position of its | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di,
anong ot her things.

An Umo Youth representative Zein Isma Isnail told reporters this when
met outside the gates of the Prime Mnister's Departnent after handi ng over
the note to Sabbaruddin

The Umo Yout h information chi ef Datuk Abdul Fatah |skandar acconpani ed
Zein |l sma
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