16/ 05/ 1998
Uncl ai med gold itens go to Special National Fund

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Cold itens seized and gazetted by the Federa
Governnent but not clained by their owners will go to the Special National
Fund set up to help strengthen the country's reserves.

The Finance Mnistry's parlianentary secretary Datuk Dr Shafie Mhd
Sall eh said to date, unclainmed itens, including jewellery, were estinated
at thousands of ringgit.

He said seized itens left by inmates of detention centres were kept by
the vari ous government departnents |ike the Royal Custons and Exci se
Department, the police and the detention centres.

In two weeks, the fund was expected to receive sone 100 kg of gold
itens.

Shafie said the Governnent still had enough to nmanage, but the fund was
set up because people wanted to help the country.

"W want the people to donate to strengthen the country's reserves. It
is awy for themto showtheir patriotism" he said

He said this after receiving a total of RW, 403, US$100 (RMB80) and an
assortnent of jewellery weighing 343.29 grammes fromthe I ndian
Progressi ve Front.

Al so present to witness the presentati on were Umo secretary-genera
Dat uk Sabbar uddi n Chi k and | PF presi dent Senator M G Pandit han

I n anot her devel opnent, the Treasury deputy secretary-general Datuk Syed
Dani al Syed Ahmad said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali had donated jewell ery and foreign
currencies to the tune of RML25, 000.

He said Dr Mahathir had donated foreign currencies fromthe various
countries worth RML5, 000 while Dr Siti Hasmah gave foreign currencies
val ued at RWVA0, 000 and a set of dianpbnds costing RW/0, 000. The itens woul d
be aucti oned.

"Those who buy the itenms will be given special certificates with the
Prime Mnister's signature.™

Syed Dani al said about RM2.6 million, including eight kg of gold worth
nmor e t han RM400, 000 and RMB0O, 000 i n precious stones, had been collected
for the fund.

He said the response showed the people's commtnent to help the country
to strengthen its foreign reserves.

In view of the encouragi ng response, he said, the canpai gn would be
extended to cover all States.

"Johor, Penang, Perak and Sel angor have have so far shown interest in
t he canpaign."

The Treasury will accept all donations in the formof jewellery,
property and val uable items, while the Inland Revenue Board will issue
receipts.

Dr Mahat hir had announced the setting up of the fund on Feb 9. The fund
was under the control of the Treasury while the Accountant-General had
been appointed to nmanage its operations.
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