17/ 06/ 1998
Undi vi ded support for Dr M Anwar

Al ex Choong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Leaders of Barisan Nasi onal conponent parties have
gi ven their undivided support to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad to | ead the country out of the econom c downturn.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today that they had al so
expressed support for Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m

Dr Ling, who is also Mnister of Transport, said the focus of the BN
supreme council neeting on Sunday was on the country's economny.

"There is unani nous support for Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN chairnman
and his Cabinet teamto tackle problens facing the country,” he told
reporters after opening the National Conference on Ccean Governance
organi sed by the Maritinme Institute of Ml aysia.

He said BN | eaders were confident Dr Mahathir who had successfully | ed
the country out of the recession in the m d-1980s, would be able to do it
agai n.

On whet her the nepotismand cronyismissue was rai sed at the neeting, Dr
Ling said it was not discussed.

"What is inportant nowis for the BNto ensure political stability,
unity and cohesiveness in warding off attacks by the foreign nedia to
destabilise or underm ne the country politically and economically.

"Qur unity and undivided support for Dr Mahathir, Anwar and Economi c
Advi ser to the Government Tun Daim Zainuddin is a clear signal to the
foreign nedia and publications not to nmeddle in our country's politics."

Dr Ling said foreign nmedia and publications should "mnd their own
busi ness”. Ml aysians had the right to choose their own | eaders.
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