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Unease over possi bl e Annuar- Zai nal showdown

Jocel i ne Tan
SUGAR has been the preferred topic of conversati on anong the notoriously
sweet -t oot hed Kel antan peopl e since the start of the fasting nonth.

But in Peringat, the parlianentary constituency held by Kel antan's Umo
strongman Dat uk Annuar Musa, sugar has slid to second place as the topic
of interest.

Local s there have their mnd on sonething nore engrossing: the potentia
political tussle for the top post in the Peringat Umo division.

Annuar, it seens, may be chal |l enged by Mel or Assenbl yman Dat uk Zai na
Abi di n Abdul Kadir and the big nanes involved have drawn intense interest
and curiosity.

Annuar, after all, is Rural Devel opment Mnister and No 2 in the
hi erarchy of Kelantan Umo, after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who is Kel antan Umo chai r man.

Zainal, on the other hand, is opposition chief whip in the Kel antan
State Legislative Assenbly, State Umo infornmation chief and a nmenber of
t he Umo suprene council

Locals are billing it the contest of the two Datuks even though the
forner Pusat |slamdirector-general has yet to formally declare his
i ntention.

But neither has he denied it.

"In any party, elections ... to have a change ... are quite normal," he
says when cont act ed.

He was equal |y eni gnmati c when asked about the reason for the chall enge:
"If nmenbers want a change, then the nove is correct."”

Bot h Annuar and Zai nal seemequal ly mat ched on the surface.

Both are highly educated (the former is trained as a town pl anner
whereas the latter is an Al -Azhar graduate) and cone from established
famlies in the State. Zainal's father is none other than Abdul Kadir
Sul ai man who set up the first religious school in Ml or whereas Annuar's
father is a well-known religious teacher.

But, personality-wise, they are as different as day and night. Annuar is
suave, confident and assertive, and a superb orator.

Hs is a political style known as gedebei in Kel antanspeak, a m shmash
of being bold and tough, yet cool and self-possessed.

Zainal, on the other hand, is seen as a noderate, outwardly reserved but
af f abl e and approachable in person. He is al so known for his | owkey style
that is said to be conpatible with the sinple |ifestyles that prevai
her e.

It is often said that he woul d have been the Bari san Nasi onal's choice
for Menteri Besar had Pas not retained Kelantan in 1995. Hi s supporters
also like to bill himas the "hope" of a Barisan Nasional Kel antan.

Zainal's restraint over wanting to challenge Annuar is quite
under st andabl e.

First, no one wants to be seen as canpai gning given the strict rules
that now govern party el ections.

Second, Umo, fromthe parent body to the Youth and Wanita w ngs, has
been acutely conscious of its role in maintaining the political stability
during these difficult economc tinmes.

Thus contests, with all its unsettling effects, and especially between
wel | - known personalities, are viewed with a certain degree of disconfit,
even di sapproval .



The second argument is now being used to the hilt by supporters of
Annuar .

For instance, Annuar's political secretary Mohd Alwi Che Ahmad says tal k
of a challenge has put his boss in an awkward position as deputy State
Umo |iai son chairman.

"How can Dat uk Annuar go around aski ng (Kel antan) nenbers to be united,
not to contest, if there is contest in his own division?" says Mbohd Al w .

Zainal, on his part, inplies that the challenge is not nmounted by him as
much as by his supporters.

"It's up to the nenbers. I"mobliged to abide by their w shes,” he
reasons.

Some say he is being used by those disgruntled with Annuar who it is
sai d has probably stepped on nore than a fewtoes in his gedebei way of
handl i ng i ssues and probl ens.

Annuar is viewed by this group as arrogant and controlling. Kelantan
Umo, says this group, needs sonmeone with a | ess ponpous political style
if the party hopes to win back the State from Pas.

Zainal hinself is said to be dismayed by Annuar's handling of
devel opnent projects. Rural politics is still very nmuch about
i nfrastructure and devel opnent, sonethi ng which Annuar, as a Mnister, has
trenendous say over - or as his detractors claim too nuch say over.

O hers say Zai nal had expected to be nade deputy division chairnman but
Annuar had instead retai ned Ketereh Assenbl yman Ariffin Mahnud in spite of
him (Ariffin) being incapacitated by a stroke the | ast two years.

Annuar's people claimit takes a tough nan |ike Annuar to keep Kel antan
Umo in shape.

They allude to his efforts in pushing rural projects and particularly in
hel pi ng the hardcore poor and how he has constantly enphasi sed t he need
for unity and co-operation.

They like to underscore this by pointing to the billboard Annuar
installed in Peringat after the 1995 general el ection: Selanmat Datang Ke
Kel ant an Dal am Sej ahtera (Wl cone to Kel antan in Peace).

Besi des, the State party convention | ast Septenber had passed a
resol uti on discouragi ng contests at the division level in the nanme of
keepi ng Umo united for the next general election

But the strongest trunp card agai nst any such contest is probably the
"Pas angle."

Mohd Alwi argues it this way: "If there is a fight, it will be a | ose-
| ose situation. |If Datuk Annuar |oses, Pas will say: "Even the top guy is
not accepted.' And if Datuk Zainal |oses, Pas will say: "“Look, you are the
| eader of the opposition but you are not wanted.'"

Mohd Alwi goes to defend Annuar's | eadership: "BN canme out of the 1990
elections with zero seats (in Kelantan). In 1995, we won nine seats.

Today, we have 18 (State seats). How can they say things have not
i mproved. "

Thus, say Annuar supporters, the sensible thing for Zainal to dois to
forget about contesting.

Zainal is reportedly not all that eager to take on Annuar. Even with his
limted years in politics, he must surely know that Annuar is a shrewd
survivor, a relentless fighter, a form dabl e opponent. One woul d need a
| ot of energy and resources to take himon.

But even though Zainal remmins taciturn about his intentions the die,
say on-lookers, is already cast. Even if he decides not to go for the top
di vi sion post, the danage is al ready done.

Peri ngat Umo Youth, headed by Mohd Al wi, has openly aligned with Annuar
while the Wanita wing, led by Zainal's elder sister, Uztaza Wan Faezah, is
said to be aligned to Zainal.



More serious, Annuar will always be weary of Zainal fromnow on.

"l don't know whether there will be a contest but it's alnost |ike an
el ection nood in Peringat,"” says Senator Datuk |brahimAli.

Contests for top posts are expected in several other divisions,

i ncl udi ng Gua Musang, but none have rivalled the attention seen in
Peringat - probably because in no other divisions are the stakes as high
as those in Peringat.

Local s have begun to specul ate erratically on every incident and
si tuati on.

For instance, Information M nister Datuk Mohaned Rahmat's recent visit
to Kel antan was read as a nove on behal f of Zainal because "Tok Mt is
cl ose to Datuk Hussein Ahnmad (of Rantau Panjang) who is not close to Datuk
Annuar . "

Li kewi se Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, former nmentor to Annuar, accepted an
invitation to open a neeting in Peringat shortly before Ranmadan so that
must mean "Annuar has the support of ex-Semangat '46 people".

But specul ation and interest is nost frenzied over the forthcom ng Jan
26 working visit by Dr Mahathir to Kelantan in his capacity as Kel antan
Umo chief and the fact that he will break the fast at Annuar's house.

Annuar, on his part, is not taking things lightly. The past weeks have
seen himback in his kanpung nore often than usual

There, after buka puasa and nahgrib prayers, he has been seen mngling
with locals in the cool of the evening, wearing a sinple baju nelayu over
a checked sarung with a cotton scarf thrown over his shoul ders.

He takes every opportunity to rem nd people of Dr Mahathir's numerous
calls for party unity and political stability. H's supporters talk just as
frequently about the Umo president's advice about settling disagreenents
by neans other than contests.

Whet her the challenge will actually go ahead remains to be seen but even

neutral figures Iike BN information chief Datuk Rozali |sohak (fornmer
Parti Mel ayu Sermangat 46 | eader) are apprehensive about a contest between
the two nmen. "The fight may drag on till the general election. That's what

I"'mafraid of."
( END)
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