20/ 07/ 1998

50 lucky youngsters picked to be club's pioneer menbers

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Applicants for the Mcrosoft-New Straits Ti mes Young
Programers C ub shoul d check their e-nmail over the next few days - they
may be anong 50 | ucky youngsters chosen to be the club's pioneer nmenbers.

MyPC or gani sers, who received nore than 2,000 applications for
menber shi p, have selected the club's first 50 nenbers based on the
appl i cants' experience, know edge and i deas.

Ten out standi ng applicants today received two nultimedi a edut ai nment
sof twar e packages and a M crosoft T-shirt fromNew Straits Tines Press
group editor-in-chief Datuk A Kadir Jasin, in a cerenpbny at Suria KLCC
shoppi ng conpl ex here.

The top 10 MyPC pi oneers were Adri an Mahal i ngam Ahnmad Fari z Hanapi ah,
G Anandasurian, Jasm n Kaur Sidhu, Ng Ben Jinn, Predeep Nanbiar, Syed
Muhanmmad Muaz Syed Abdul | ah, Tengku Ni zam Tengku Maruan, Teh Kung Hwah and
Teoh Wi Chin.

Ahmad Fariz, of Klang, said he hoped to inprove his progranmm ng skills
and get to know other |IT enthusiasts through the club's activities.

The 14-year-ol d enjoys designi ng web-pages and has set up a web-site for
his entire fanmly, as well as a soccer web-site at
htt p: menbers. xoom coni Sel angor, which has attracted nore than 2,000
vi sitors since January.

One of the youngest applicants, 10-year-old Jasnmin, of Jalan |Ipoh, won
over MyPC organisers with her know edge of Visual Basic progranm ng.

"I like exploring new things over the Internet, but | also like
experinmenting with office set-up programes,” said Jasm n, who hopes to
devel op an of fice software package for her late father's clinic.

Al t hough she admires Mcrosoft CEOBill Gates, Jasnmin's main rol e nodel
is her mother, freelance IT consultant Nernmal Kaur

"My daughter has been interested in conputers since she was seven years
old, but she really got serious about it |last year and spent a lot of tine
on it during her holidays," Nermal said.

Ng Ben Jinn, 14, of Batu Pahat, conbined his IT skills and concern for
the environnent to come up with a song for an environnmental web-site,
www. geoci ties.com siliconvalley/3390/rainf.htn.

"There is a |l ot of euphoria about IT now, and programmes |ike MyPC wi ||
hel p devel op the skilled I T workforce Mal aysia needs to nove into the
I nformation Age," said Ng, whose other interests include tennis.

Proud not her Teh Phei Choo, whose son Kung Hwah was anong the 10
pi oneers, said parents should let their children becone confident in
handl i ng the conputer on their own instead of naking rigid rules and
schedul es for them

"I ama bit particular about what sites my son visits, but otherw se
think parents should let children experiment with the conputer on their
own.
"After all, to be good programers, they need to be exposed to different
ki nds of progranmes.

"Nowadays, children know where they are going better than we do," she
sai d.

Anot her MyPC pi oneer parent, Dr Syed Abdull ah Syed O hman, agreed,
addi ng:

"l encourage my son to develop his interests instead of what | want him
to be interested in.



"Of course, | want himto have a well-balanced |life, so it is good that
he al so enjoys soccer and doesn't spend all his tinme sitting in front of
t he computer.™

MyPC co-ordi nator Dani el Tsen said the 40 ot her nenbers woul d be
notified within the next few days.

Earlier, Kadir said the 10 pioneers were Mal aysia's best hope to | eap
into the Information Age, adding that it was inportant to identify and
gui de the devel opnent of their IT skills froman early age.

"Wth us today are talented and bright young Ml aysi ans who have proven
their ability in the field of programm ng and software devel opnent.

"Wth their help, Ml aysia may energe not only as one of the world's
bi ggest software users, but, nore inportantly, anong its biggest content
provi ders.

"Wth help fromthese talented and bright young citizens who have proven
their ability in programmi ng and software devel oprent, Ml aysia may energe
not only as one of the world's biggest software users, but also anpbng its
bi ggest devel opers, " he said.

"Who knows, in the year 2000, these youngsters nmay not only be using
W ndows 2000 but anobng those creating it."

Kadir said the Governnent, in establishing the Miultinedia Super Corridor
as a catalyst for the growh of local IT and nmultinmedia industries, had
al so opened up many opportunities for the public to contribute towards its
success.

"The i nvol venent of the people is inportant, as the MSC will need nany
I T experts and we nust be ready to fill the many vacanci es to achi eve the
nati onal goal of beconing a devel oped nation by the desired date," he
sai d.

MyPC is a programme to di scover and nurture young programing talent in
Mal aysia and will conplenent the Miultinedia Super Corridor with its
m ssion to pronote software devel opnent as one of the key careers of the
future.

Ai med at giving the next generation of software devel opers a head start,
t he programe was | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and M crosoft chairman and CEO Bill CGates on March 18.

MyPC s activities will largely be conducted through e-nmail nentoring.

However, there will also be field trips to selected I T conpani es and
meetings with professional software devel opers.

Hewl ett-Packard Sal es Mal aysia has pledged to contribute RML million
worth of conputer hardware and software over the next three years, as well
as the services of 150 to 200 of its engineering staff to act as nentors.

The programe i s nmanaged by Brave & Bold Sdn Bhd CEO Derri k Khoo.

(END)
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