18 JUN 1998
Anwar - Ummo
UNI TE AND DI SCARD SELFI SHNESS, ANWAR TELLS UWMNO MEMBERS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister and Umo
deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimtoday prescribed to party nenbers
the right stuff in facing the current econonic problens: renmain united
solidly behind the Umo | eadership and stick to party ideals.

"Umo needs to close ranks and stand in |ine behind Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir (Mhamad) to deal with this daunting crisis.

"Discard selfish interests. Avoid factions,” he said when
si mul t aneousl y openi ng the annual assenblies of the party's Youth and
Wanita wings at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here, ahead of the 52nd
Umo general assenbly tonorrow.

Party menbers should |l earn fromthe past follies of factionalism he
said in apparent reference to an Umo which was deeply divided as in 1987.

He said:"Cbviously there will be opportunists abound, pitting us
agai nst another. Don't be taken in by the foreign nedia or foreigners out
to put our | eaders at | oggerhead with one another. Don't ever get trapped
in their gane.

"Let's us not dance to the tunes of the frustrated and di spl aced."

Anwar rem nded party nenbers agai nst bei ng duped by "two-faced jeal ous
groups or their nercenaries who are deeply-sneared in filth of |ies"

O late the foreign nmedia have been ridiculing Dr Mahathir's | eadership
and suggesting that the prinme ninister has partly contributed to Ml aysia's
current econom c woes.

The foreign nedia have i nstead been portrayi ng Anwar as the | eader who
coul d get Ml aysia out of the probl ens.

Anwar and Dr Mahat hir have al so been nmade to appear as inconpatible
with one another in their approaches to deal with the econom c turnoil

This tumul tous period called on all Umo nenbers to remain calmand in
control of their enotions, he said.

"Don't be restless |like soneone who has stepped on burning ci nders.
Let's not | ose our bearing," he said.

Anwar said Umo should not lose grip of its ideals, which hinged on
I slamand the Malay culture, and not feel intimdated but instead reinforce
its conviction in the party's cause.

Anwar called on party nenbers not to let others manipulate Umo into
digressing fromits own agendas for the Ml ays, the econony, as well
social, religious and cul tural ones besides those for vision 2020 to nmake
Mal aysia an industrialised nation by 2020 and for the creation of a
civilised society.

Anwar enphasi sed the need for everyone -- consuners, traders, |aynen
and | eaders alike -- to nmake sacrifices to get the nation back on the road
to economni c recovery.

"We'll never get out of the current rut if there are sections who only

care for thensel ves, lustful groups insisting they be handled first. During
the good times, they're out to nonopolise everything and in difficult tines
they insisted they be rescued ahead of others by whatever neans," he said.

In fact, said Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, such groups had even
gone to the extent of making threats, to governnent institutions included,
that their problens be resolved first.

Steering the country towards econom c recovery called for uphol di ng of
national interests and furtherance of the people's cause, he said.

"Revitalising the econony is akin to treating a sick person. Bitter



pills have to be swall owed. At times the pain is greater during treatnent.
We have to be patient. There's no short cut to recovery,"” he said.

Anwar recorded his appreciation of the present Umo Youth | eadership
for bringing back confidence in the novenent which he described as a sonbre
one previously.

The party's youth wing, he said, has now re-energed as the voice
crusading for the cause of the masses and social justice besides being
vocally critical of society' s ills.

He al so commended Wanita Umo for |aunching Asnita, the country's first
unit trust fund specially for woren, inits effort towards overcom ng the
econom ¢ probl ens.

These efforts by the party's two wings were reflective of the their
role as Umo's new protagoni sts, he said.

Anwar urged both the party wings to change their nmind-sets fromthat of
out noded thinking to face the chall enges of gl obalisation, borderless
world, the information expl osion and demands of a civilised society.

"The chal | enges of the new nillenniumcannot be nmet w th thoughts of
the feudal past. Potted thinking is no answer to the chall enges of
gl obal i sation," he said.

Anwar said Umo's strength hinged on its relevance in that it was able
"to fathomeach and every ripple of the society's notion and in the ability
of each of us to share with the people the sanme breath and aspiration."

On reflection, he said Umo itself was the fruition 40 years | ater of
the seeds of refornms sowed by Syed Shei kh al -hadi, editor of the "Majal ah
al -1 mam in 1906.

"Wthout reforns, the Malays will be obsolete and forgotten, drowning
under the folds of history," he said.

G ven the current economi ¢ downturn, Anwar said, carrying out the
agenda t o aggrandi se the Mal ays woul d be probl ematic since resources would
be inmted, what nore with the private sector surrendering all its social
obligations back to the governnent, he said.

"Fi scal policies should be directed at hel ping groups in dire need of
aid. This al so nmeans hel ping petty and - nedi um scal e traders. Poverty
eradi cation efforts woul d need addi ti onal funds. Bursaries for poor
students woul d have to activated fast," he said.

Quoting verse al-Hasyar:7 of the Quran, Anwar added: "W shoul d fight
for social justice and equitable distribution of econom c benefits so that
weal th does not circulate only anmong the rich."
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