04/ 09/ 1998
Unite to face new wave of colonialism NAM urged

Syed Nadzri in Durban

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad yesterday sent a clear
message to devel opi ng countries, asking themto stay together to face a
new wave of col oni alism

Unl i ke yesteryears, this colonialism he said, was not through mlitary
m ght but econom c assault. This, he noted, could be done by deval uing the
currency of a nation, inpoverishing it and pushing it into subm ssion.

Maki ng specific references to the Non-Aligned Movenent, which is feared
to be losing its relevance, he said the grouping was worth savi ng and
rejuvenating because it provides a chance for its 114 nenbers to survive
the onsl aught - nore so given the ineffectiveness of the United Nations.

Dr Mahathir said this in a speech read by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi at the working session of heads of governnent at the
12th NAM summit here yesterday.

The sunmit was opened by South African President Nel son Mandel a on
Wednesday.

Abdul | ah, who has been here since Sunday, is |eading the Ml aysian
del egation after the Prinme Mnister announced that he was staying back in
Mal aysi a to handl e pressing donmestic natters.

Dr Mahathir, in the speech, said it was beconing pointless to see
denocratic reforms in the UN

"If there is to be any reform it is only going to strengthen the hands
of those who are already strong and who want nore power for thenselves."

And since the Cold War ended, the big powers of the world were | ooking
at other nmeans to subjugate the weak, he added.

He said there had been anple denonstrations of the kind of things that
coul d happen to those who refused to subnit.

"An eye for an eye is said to be the basis of Muslimjustice, but for
the vengeful powers, one eye is not sufficient. Two or nore eyes can be
exacted for the loss of one. It does not matter if the eyes belong to the
i nnocent. The inportant thing is to teach the world a | esson. Submit or be
damed. "

And it was clear, he said, that colonialismwas maki ng a coneback after
the conflicts of the Cold Var were over.

"OF course, it is not going to take the sane form but it is colonialism
just the same. The strong and the mighty will quite literally rule us,
determ ne our fate and our roles in the international schenme of things.
Poor as we are, we will be exploited even as in the past they exploited
us," he noted.

The Prinme Mnister said NAM nenbers could | ook at their system of South-
Sout h co-operation whi ch had been devised and tried out quite
successful ly.

"It is perhaps tine for truly interested nenbers of NAMto be brought
into the schene so that apart fromour tri-yearly neet, we can have
mutual |y beneficial interactions," he said, citing the co-operation
between the Group of 15 countries as an exanple which could be foll owed.

Gl5, an offshoot of NAM is made up of 16 countries in a network of
econom ¢, cultural and social co-operation.

"Clearly NAMis still a useful forum and organisation for the countries
unwilling to be nmere clients of the first world. It was founded in a
bi polar world but it is clearly still needed in a unipolar world.

"The need to defend our rights is greater than ever. None of us can do



it alone but together we stand a better chance,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the day m ght come when the present form of subjugation
was seen as ugly even fromw thin the ranks of the powerful nations.

It may take a long time as indeed colonialismtook a long tine to be
condemed. But God willing, the day will come when justice will triunph.

"Until then, let us keep NAM alive and | et us do what we can for
oursel ves," he added.

The Prime Mnister said the choice of Durban as a venue for the sunmit
was of special significance to NAM which had put the elimnation of
apartheid as one of its agendas.

"It is therefore nost fitting that President Mandel a, the |iving synbol
of the epic struggle to end apartheid, has now taken over the mantl e of
| eadership of NAM " he not ed.

(END)
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