31 DEC 1998
Mahat hi r - message
UNITY | S KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that preserving the prevailing stability, peace and the
cooperation among Mal aysians is the key to ensuring the success of
Mal aysi a' s economi ¢ recovery which is gradually gaining monentumwi th
encour agi ng resul ts.

In his new year nessage, Dr Mahathir said that 1999, the final year of
the second m |l enniumand the 20th century, is poised to test the
resilience of Mal aysians and as such they should be prepared to take on the
chal | enges.

"InsyaAllah (God willing), if we persevere, if we preserve the
stability and peace in the country and if we work together to carry out the
strategi es for recovery which we have pl anned together, we'll achieve

success and gi ve continued neaning to our independence," he said.

In his nmessage, aired over Radi o Tel evision Ml aysia tonight, Dr
Mahat hir sai d al t hough 1998 was a problemridden year, it was also a year
of successes for the country.

The year saw the opening of the KL International Airport, reputedly the
worl d's nost beautiful and nost nodern airport, the National Sports Conpl ex
and the conpletion of the world's tallest building, the Petronas Twi n
Tower s.

Dr Mahathir al so defended these projects against criticisns that they
were a big waste of funds, saying they were erected at a tinme when the
country had nmuch ringgit and that its val ue was hi gher then.

If these projects were to be built now, they would easily cost 50 per
cent nore following the ringgit's depreciation, he said.

"In fact, the decision to build them before the econom c sl owmdown sets
in was coincidentally a wise on. O herwi se, today we may not be able to
have these facilities at all.

"These facilities are in fact vital infrastructure to neet the need of
a rapi dly devel opi ng country. Foreigners who have been criticising us are
in fact jeal ous of us,"” said Dr Mahathir.

"As Ml aysi ans we deserved to be proud of our triunphant performance in
1998, including our athletes,” he said referring to Mal aysia's hosting of
the 16th Commonweal th Ganmes and wi nning 10 gol d nedal s.

He said it was obvious that not all of the events of 1998 were
cat astrophes and Mal aysi ans shoul d be thankful for the achievenents
attai ned t hroughout the year.

Dr Mahathir al so said Mal aysi ans were fortunate that as they were
coming to ternms with the world situation today and face the nore
chal I engi ng 21st century, the country's administrati on was not weakened to
requi re assistance fromforeign capitalists.

"Hence we're still independent and remain in control of the situation
in our country," he said.

Dr Mahat hir however rem nded Mal aysi ans to continue to be vigilant
agai nst enem es out to re-colonise the country.

Certain powers woul d use what ever weapons and equi pnent they have to
di vide Mal aysi ans and take control of the country, he said.

"Their | eaders, nedia, traders, international agencies, rating
agenci es, and banks will resort to whatever neans to achieve the
objective," said Dr Mahathir.

To achieve their own ends, he said, these groups would hurl all sorts



of accusations that Ml aysia | acked a transparent governnent, was
practising crony-capitalism ignoring the rule of law, undenocratic and did
not heed the demands of street protesters.

"But these accusations against us would fit thembetter and are nore
appropriate for themactually," said Dr Mahathir stressing that these
powers were the very people practising what they had accused Ml aysi a of .

He said those accusing the Ml aysi an governnment of ignoring the denmands
of the street protesters were thenselves insensitive to denonstrations
condeming air strikes on Iraq and atrocities agai nst innocent and
def ensel ess adults and chil dren.

"They are just |ike cockerels crowing arrogantly but with their tai
feathers mred in faeces," he said.

"Let themcrow. It is us the Ml aysian people, the Ml aysian nation
that will determine our recovery in the decent way," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said outsiders would not cease trying to destroy the
Mal aysi an econony by scaring away not only the investors but al so the
tourists through adverse reports.

The prinme mnister said it was crucial that the Ml aysia | ncorporated
concept, which enphasi sed cooperation between the government, workers and
the private sector, be adhered to in handling eventualities.

"This concept has led us to success before and we are convinced that it
will again lead us to a simlar path this tinme around," said Dr Mahathir.

He said econonic recovery efforts would require support from al
Mal aysi ans by way of them preserving the prevailing peace and harnony.

Dr Mahathir said foreign powers and their nedia may try again to spark
off riots in the country.

"Therefore we have to be on the alert. Let's not deceive ourselves into
believing that outsiders have good intentions when the incite our people to
riot purportedly to achieve justice by bypassing denocracy, rioting and
bri ngi ng down a government el ected by the people,”™ the prinme nnister
added.
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