19/ 10/ 1998

Unity and discipline key to overconi ng econom ¢ problens (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the discipline and unity anmong the different races had hel ped

Mal aysi a weat her the probl ens caused by the ringgit's depreciation and
drop in value of the stock market.

In his Deepavali message, he said Ml aysi ans coul d now see sone
i mprovenments in the country's econony due to efforts which had been taken
such as the currency controls.

Mal aysi ans were for the second tine cel ebrating Deepavali amd the
econom c difficulties, but unlike |ast year, signs of recovery had now
energed, he added.

"We shoul d be thankful because although the country faces economc
difficulties, our lives have not been very severely affected," he said.

Conpared to other countries, people in Ml aysia could still buy
sufficient food, clothing and nedicine, he said.

In addition, the nation continued to enjoy peace, although there had
been attenpts by certain quarters to create chaos.

The Prime M nister said he believed this year's Deepavali would still be
cel ebrated with rmuch joy by Hindus as in previous occasions, and they
woul d continue to serve food and drinks to visiting fanilies, friends and
rel atives.

"This is a special feature of the Ml aysi an people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said on this joyous occasion, Ml aysians should be grateful
for all the good things they had enjoyed and continue the practice of
visiting friends cel ebrating the festival.

He expressed hope that this would further strengthen ethnic relations
and under st andi ng whi ch had for long steered the country towards the path
of progress and prosperity.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali al so
wi shed all Mal aysi ans who are H ndus a happy Deepavali .

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon reni nded Ml aysi ans
to hold fast to the national spirit of nutual respect and understandi ng of
one another's religious beliefs and cultural practices.

In his Deepavali message, Koh hoped and prayed that the Festival of
Lights would bring light to all Ml aysians for an econom c recovery.

"This festive season is a tine for all Ml aysians to not only get
together, but also reflect on, and reinforce unity and harnony."

In wi shing H ndus a happy Deepaval i, Koh said he would pray that the
Festival of Lights would bring joy, harnony and unity to the people to
hel p thempul | through the current chall enges.

(END)
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