10 NOV 1998
APEC- NEW5- ANAR
DON' T BRI NG UP ANWAR S | SSUE AT APEC, SAYS RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- If any Apec | eader were to raise the
i ssue of the arrest and trial of former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimat their summt here next week, Ml aysia would regard it as
interference in the country's internal affairs, the Mnister of
I nternational Trade and Industry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, said today.

"You can't imagine how, if the Apec summit was being held in
Washington, if (US President Bill) dinton was asked about his affair with
Moni ca Lew nsky," she sai d when asked what would Mal aysia's reaction be if
| eaders brought up Anwar's issue.

"W have to give due deference to what Apec is all about," she said
after launching the International Media Centre at the M nes Exhibition
Centre here for journalists covering the Apec neetings.

Leaders from 21 economies will neet for the annual summit of the
Asi a- Paci fic Econoni c Cooperation (Apec) Forumon Nov 17 and 18 fol | owi ng
the nministerial and senior officials neetings between Nov 12 and 16.

Several |eaders of Apec econoni es have comented on Anwar's arrest but
of late, sone have indicated it was their personal opinion while others
said they woul d stick to the Apec agenda.

Raf i dah said that "we (Apec) have enough on our hands for |eaders and
mnisters to talk without having to divert their attention."

"I't (Anwar's issue) has got nothing to do with Apec and nore so, it is
a very internal matter," she said.

"I woul d regard anybody, |eaders or otherw se, bringing up the issue
and tal king about the internal matter as interference,” she said.

"I do not think there is time for anybody to discuss at |ength what's
al ready on the agenda,” the minister said in reference to the packed agenda
am dst the backdrop of the possibility of sonme officials of wanting to
rai se the Anwar issue

Asked what if sonme | eaders brought up the Anwar issue at the bilatera
meetings with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad, Rafi dah said

"Again, we don't expect the Prine Mnister to ask, for instance,
President Cinton how s the inpeachment (against the US president) is going
on, please quote nme on that." -- BERNAMA
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