23/ 08/ 1998

Upgrade I T expertise, police urged

LENGGONG, Sat. - The police have been directed to upgrade their

i nformati on technol ogy capabilities so that they will be able to
effectively counter a wide range of crimnal activities which are getting
nmor e sophi sti cated each day.

Deputy Horme M ni ster Datuk Tajol Rosli Chazali said the police nmust be
equi pped with I T expertise so that they woul d not have probl ens detecting
crinme.

Crimnals who use I T expertise include those who commt conmercial crinme
such as those who clone cellular tel ephones and falsify identification
docunents, identity cards and passports.

Tajol Rosli said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is
al so Hone M nister, had already instructed the police to upgrade their IT
expertise so that they would be able to face "crine of the new
m | | enni uni.

He was speaking to reporters after a briefing on the devel opnent of Hulu
Perak by the Hulu Perak District Ofice.

Al so present was Deputy Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnent
Dat uk Nazri Aziz who is Menber of Parliament for Chenderoh.

Tajol Rosli, who is MP for Gik, said that in terns of expertise, even
t hough there were I T graduates in the police force and those who were
know edgeabl e in I T, the nunber was i nadequate.

He said the police had begun recruiting fresh I T graduat es.

"We nust recruit those proficient in IT so that they have the know edge
to guide others. And for IT graduates who have been recruited, they will
be sent for further training.

"The police nust be one step ahead of the crimnals with know edge to
gather sufficient evidence to convict themin court,” he said, adding that
Mal aysia | ost nmore than RMLOO million in 1996 due to cloning of cellular
phones.

In this context, he urged cellul ar phone conpanies to i nprove the safety
features in anal ogue phones.

On whether there was a need to seek the help of Mnos Berhad to train
police recruits on IT, Tajol Rosli said it not necessary as the force had
its own pool of experts.

On Internet runmour nongering, Tajol Rosli said the Home Mnistry woul d
continue to nonitor any kind of malicious runmours that threatened nationa
security.

He reiterated that I T was needed especially in the 21st century when the
Governnent planned to introduce nulti-featured identification docunents
that included access to autonmated teller machi nes and bank accounts.
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