15/ 07/ 1998
Civil servants urged not to demand too hi gh a pay

Wendy Lim

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yest erday advi sed gover nnent
servants not to demand for high pay to such an extent that foreigners wll
have to run the country's essential services

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said t he Governnent is
aware that civil servants, especially those in the nedical service, do not
command as nmuch pay as those in the private sector

"I amgrateful to doctors and specialists who continue their service
with the Governnment al though their salary is much | ower.

"Sone retired specialists continue to serve the public after their
retirenent. Salary is not a problemto them | thank all of them

"I'f not for these doctors, the majority of governnment hospitals wll
have forei gn doctors. Currently, many of our nurses are foreigners," he
sai d when openi ng t he Hospital University Kebangsaan Mal aysi a i n Cher as,
Kual a Lumpur, yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, who is a nmedical doctor, highlighted a "di sappointing
experi ence" when neeti ng Mal aysi an nedi cal students studyi ng abroad who
had questioned hi mon the | ow pay of governnment doctors.

"It is sad that these students, who are not even sure yet of graduating,
have al ready been thinking of their pay. | do regard i ncone as inportant
but when we are still studying, it is better that we concentrate on
getting a qualification first before we think of the salary.

"I'f we are sal ary-conscious, we should first check the pay scale in the
medi cal service. If we findit is insufficient, we can choose to take up
ot her di sci plines which prom se better income," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the culture of nedical service in severa
advanced countries has disintegrated as doctors neglect their obligations
to the conmunity. Instead, he said, they use their profession to reap as
much returns as possible.

He added that their conmitnent to the patient is dictated by the fees
that can be earned and individual attention is also influenced by the
gquantum of incone

He al so said that patients in the West, notivated by the desire to earn
conpensation which at times raninto mllions of ringgit, are al so
l'itigious agai nst doctors and hospital s suspected of negligence.

Thi s has pronpted doctors and hospitals to exercise extra caution
Sophi sti cat ed exam nati ons, whi ch should be a matter of routine, are side-
stepped to avert charges of negligence during treatnment, said the Prine
M ni ster.

This led to the cost of treatnent skyrocketing thus depriving the poor
access to nedical care, he said.

"This is common i n advanced countries. Patients becone bankrupt because
sophi sticated treatment costs too nuch,"” Dr Mahat hir said.

The situation in Ml aysia, however, is not that bad and | ocal |awers do
not coax patients into suing doctors or hospitals for conpensation to be
shared between the patient and his counsel

This, however, does not nean that | ocal doctors and hospitals can afford
to be careless. They should instead strive to provide the best treatnment
since the nedi cal profession serves the community.

Dr Mahathir said there are al so doctors in devel oped countries - |ike
those of France's "Medicins Sans Frontieres" - who dedicated their |ives
to humanitarian service



"They offer their services to devel opi ng countries faci ng nmedi cal
probl ems or areas of armed conflicts.
"They do not take sides. They just want to cure and treat patients with
noder n nedi ci ne,” he added.
(END)
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