17 APR 1998
Anbassador - seat
M SI A BEEFS UP LOBBYI NG FOR UN SECURI TY COUNCI L SEAT

By: O hman Ahnad

NEW YORK, April 17 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is to spearhead intense
| obbyi ng to secure a non-pernanent seat in the United Nations (UN) Security
Council, the country's new Pernmanent Representative to the UN Datuk Hasny
Agam sai d.

Lobbyi ng for the seat in the 15-nmenber Security Council woul d becone
the country's main agenda for the next couple of nonth, he said.

Mal aysi @' s candi dacy for the October election for the council's 1999 -
2000 session had been endorsed by countries in the Asia group, he told
Mal aysi an journalists visiting the Ml aysian m ssion here Thursday.

Mal acca born Hasmny, 54, who was alternate permanent representative,
officially took his office today succeeding Tan Sri Razali Ismail who has
conpleted his term

Hasmy said: "Hopefully we will be elected by two thirds majority in the
council for two years.”

Hasmy said if elected, Ml aysia would, for the next two years, becone
an active menber in the council. It last occupied the seat 10 years ago.

He said this determ nation to occupy one of the non-permanent seats was
to fulfill the pledge he made to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who suggested that Ml aysia should be in the UN deci si on- naki ng
body.

"Because after this, | think it's nore difficult to get in the next 10
years because with 185 countries and as far as the Asia group is concerned
- the slot for the Asian seat has been put up right into 2010 or 2011

"But then everybody can conme in but it's sone sort of breaking the
solidarity of the Asian group,” he said.

Mal aysia has to stand firmin chanpioning the position of the
devel opi ng world, the non-aligned countries of the third world especially
pertaining to security issues, he said.

"Ml aysia woul d ensure the interests of devel oping countries are
preserved, pronoted and defended |like we did well when we were there | ast
tinme.

"We stood up for third world countries, for instance on Iraq, we took a
long tine before we join the consensus to allow for mlitary actions
agai nst lraq because we're afraid that once you |lashed mlitary action
agai nst lraq, the consequences will be hazardous," he said.

Hasmnmy said the other issues that Ml aysia would give equal enphasis, if
el ected to the non-pernmanent nenbership, were the need for the council to
mai ntai n transparency, scrutinise the use of veto agai nst menber countries
as well as inposition of econom c sanction agai nst nations.
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