13 MAR 1998

US ACADEM CI ANS NOW HAVE BETTER UNDERSTANDI NG CF MALAYSI A

KUALA LUVPUR, March 13 (Bernama) -- Six faculty nenbers of the Warton
School of the University of Pennsylvania will return to the US with a nuch
cl earer understandi ng of Ml aysi a tonorrow.

Mal aysia is one of the countries which had been greatly ni sunderstood
by the Anmerican public.

The faculty menbers had conme to Malaysia to better understand its
econony, history, culture, politics and religion.

The week-long visit was also for themto pursue their scientific
research interests and seek answers for their research questi ons.

Associ ate Dean for International Relations at the Warton School ,
Jeffrey A Sheehan, said the visit enabled themto clear nmi sconceptions
about Ml aysia and the highlight of their visit was a neeting with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmed and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim They al so spoke with top corporate figures.

Speaking at a press conference here, Sheehan said the visit was to help
the school becone nore international in preparing its students.

Saying that the visit was arranged before the currency turnoil began in
the region, he also said that he was i npressed by the cl ose rel ationship
bet ween the governnent and private sector in Ml aysia, especially in
strengthening to build a solid technol ogy base.

Anong t he m sunder st andi ngs was the position of wonen in Ml aysia, said
Steffanie L. WIk, Assistant Professor of Managenent in the Human Resources
Group at the school.

WIlk said with Mal aysia, being an Islanic country, there has been a
perception that the wonen's role is not prevalent in society.

But during her visit, she found out there are many Ml aysi an wonen in
hi gh positions and they are also very articulate and well-versed in their
fields.

Aivia S. Mtchell, Wharton's International Foundation of Enployee
Benefit Plans and Professor of Insurance and R sk Managenent and Executive
of the Pension Research Council, said the neeting with Dr Mahathir had
given her the inpression that the prine mnister has a long-termvision for
the country.

Anot her occasi onal m sunderstanding is the inbal ance of the bal ance of
paynment between the US and other countries. There have been fears that the
countries are nmaking a conpetitive devaluation of their currencies to
enhance their exports, said Marshall E. Blume, Wharton's Howard Butcher |1
Prof essor of Finance and Director of the Rodney L. Wiite Center for
Fi nanci al Research

Bl une said the people here seenmed to like if their currencies
strengt hened agai nst the US dol |l ar and not the opposite.

Wharton's Assistant Professor in the Miltimnagenent Group in
Managerment Departnent, Adrian E. Tschoegl said Ml aysia's banking sector is
wel | -managed and he does not expect any problens as Bank Negara, which is
moni toring the sector, has denonstrated a | ot of professionalism --
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