11 JAN 1998
Anwar - Cohen
US ASSURES ASI A OF SUPPORT TO OVERCOVE ECONOM C WOES

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 11 (Bername) -- The United States has reassured
Mal aysi a and ot her Asian countries of its support in overcoming their
econormi ¢ woes.

This was conveyed to Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m by
visiting US Defence Secretary WIIliam Cohen at their brief nmeeting here
t oday.

Briefing reporters on the discussion, Under-Secretary for Southeast
Asia and South Pacific Mohanmed Arshad Hussai n sai d Cohen told Anwar that
there was a keenness on the part of the US to see the econonic problem
confronting sone Asian countries settled.

"There was a general disscussion on this but not specifically on
Mal aysi a", Arshad sai d.

Cohen arrived here today at the start of an 11-day Asian tour which
will also take himto I ndonesia, Singapore, Thailand, China, Japan and
Sout h Kor ea.

Arshad said Anwar told Cohen that Ml aysia had no intention of seeking
the assistance of the International Mnetary Fund (IM7) in overcomng its
econom ¢ probl em

Anwar al so told Cohen that he had invited US Deputy Tresury Secretary
Law ence Summers to Malaysia to find out what the | M- was doing in bailing
out the econom es of other Asian countries affected by the financial
crisis.

On Anwar's discussion with Thai Deputy Foreign Mnister Dr MR
Sukhumbhand Pari batra, Arshad sai d Sukhunbhand handed Anwar a letter from
Thai Prinme Mnister Chuan Leekpai to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mboharad.

Arshad, however, could not say what the letter was about.

Sukhunbhand al so call ed for nore cooperation between Thail and and
Mal aysia to overcone the econom c problemfaced by the two countries.

Arshad sai d Sukhunmbhand i nfornmed Anwar that the Thail and-Mal aysia ties
needed to be strengthened.

Sukhunmbhand al so said that there were obstacles in border denmarcation
and cross-border problens which needed to be resol ved, he added.

To this, Anwar told Sukhunbhand that nost of the probl ens concerning
border demarcati on had been resol ved except al ong the Kel antan-Thail and
bor der.

Anwar said any problemin Ml aysia-Thailand relations could be settl ed
t hrough the Mal aysi a- Thai |l and Joi nt Conmittee Meeting.

Anwar also said that it was grossly unfair and unjust to nmake
al l egations that Ml aysia had been used as a training ground for Tha
Musl i m separati sts.

Arshad said Anwar informed Sukhunbhand that if Thail and had evi dence on

the matter, Kuala Lunpur was willing to investigate.
Sukhunbhnad al so call ed for increased cooperation under the |ndonesia,
Mal aysia, Thailand - Gcowth Triangle (I MI-GT). -- BERNAMA
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