09/ 01/ 1998

US Congressman: Resol ution did not have majority support

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The draft resolution urging Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad to tender a public apology or resign as Prinme Mnister of Ml aysia
for his alleged anti-Jewi sh statenents represents the personal views of
the United States Congressnen involved in crafting the resol ution.

Bernane said according to the visiting chairman of the US House of
Representatives' National Security Conmittee Fl oyd Spence, the resolution
did not have the support of the majority of Congressmen and nerely
represented the views of the 34 Congressmen invol ved.

"Spence merely touched on the resolution issue during his talks with the
Prime Mnister. They did not dwell on it at length," said Foreign Mnistry
Under Secretary Mhanmad Arshad Hussein when briefing reporters on the
tal ks between Dr Mahathir and Spence who headed a ni ne-menber del egation
fromthe US Congress. The tal ks were held at the Prine Mnister's
Depart nent .

The US Congressnen are in Malaysia for two days as part of their
Austral - Asi an tour.

They will also visit Jakarta and Australi a.

The 34 US Congressnen headed by Robert Wexler (Denocrat-Florida), cane
up with a draft resolution | ast Cctober.

Dr Mahat hir has since said on several occasions that he was not anti-
Jewi sh and that his statenment had been m sinterpreted.

Mohd Arshad sai d Spence (Republican-South Carolina) had inforned the
Prime M nister that no nenber of his del egation supported the resol ution.

"It is purely the views of the Congressnen invol ved and does not reflect
the views of the US Congress.”

O her nmenbers of the del egation include Herbert Bateman (Republican-
Virginia), Omen Pickett (Republican-Virginia), Tillie Fow er (Republican-
Florida), John M Mhugh (Denocrat-Pennsyl vani a), Paul MHal e (Denocrat -
Pennsyl vani a), Lindsey O Graham (Republican-South Carolina), Van Hlleary
(Republ i can- Tennessee) and John M ca (Republican-Florida). Al so present
was United States Ambassador to Mal aysia John R Mallott.

Mohd Arshad said the Prine Mnister told the US Congressnen that
Mal aysia was confortable with the present USmlitary presence in the
region.

However, any increase in the size of its mlitary presence could give
rise to concern, he had said.

"The Prime Mnister also expressed Mal aysia's satisfaction with the
level of military co-operation with the US, particularly in inplenmenting
j oi nt exercises"

Accordi ng to Mohd Arshad, the US Congressnen were inpressed with
Mal aysia's efforts to devel op despite cutting its budget by up to 20 per
cent.

In this respect, Dr Mahathir was thankful for the loyalty, solidarity
and the willingness of Mal aysians to sacrifice and hel p the Gover nnent
handl e t he present econom ¢ situation.

Meanwhi | e, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Ml aysia
was satisfied with the aid provided by the US Governnent and its arned
forces to train Malaysian mlitary personnel.

He said the US had been providing a US$700, 000 (RV2.8 million) grant
each year under its International Mlitary Education and Trai ning
pr ogr anme.



He said this after neeting the 11 American Congressnen | ed by Spence at
his office in Wsna Pertahanan.
The one-hour discussion al so discussed several bilateral mlitary issues
including joint mlitary training.
( END)
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