07 NOV 1998
Mahat hi r - wast e/ BM
USE | NTEGRATED WASTE TREATMENT, MAHATHI R TELLS FACTORI ES

PORT DI CKSON, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today officially comm ssioned the RM318-million Bukit Nenas
i ntegrated waste treatnent plant near here and urged factories to
i ncorporate cost of processing schedul ed waste as part of their overhead
costs.

In his speech at the function he | anented that nost factories would
still prefer to store their waste at source as this would not incur costly
expendi ture whereas they should be prepared to set aside funding for their
wast e treatnent.

In this context, he urged factories to make full use of the facilties
at the Bukit Nenas integrated centre for schedul ed wast e nanagemnent.

The prime mnister rem nded them "The governnment will nonitor and is
hopi ng that industries will not avoid using the centre to cut costs. The
governent will act against industries disposing off schedul ed waste in an
unl awf ul manner."

The Bukit Nenas conplex, 22 kmfromhere, is the country's first such
integrated centre to treat schedul ed waste and was built in July 1995 and
conpl eted | ast June.

It went partially operational in Cctober 1996 and is in full operation
now run by Kualiti Al am Sdn Bhd whi ch has been granted a 15-year concession
to treat all the 107 schedul ed waste |isted under the Environnental Quality
Regul ati on (Sechedul ed Waste) 1989 except for radi oactive, pathological and
expl osi ve wast e.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment was duty-bound to put up centres to
treat industries' schedul ed waste so as not to endanger the public but at
times there were people who acted irresponsibly in disposing off industrial
wast e.

"We need to cultivate a culture conpatible with the national aspiration
to devel op highly sophisticated i ndustries,"” he said.

Di sposal of schedul ed waste was not nmuch a probl em when Ml aysi a was
previously an agricultural country but as it was headed for
i ndustrialisation, industries should be willing to spend on treating
i ndustrial schedul ed waste, he said.

However since industries were scattered nation-wi de and their distance
froman integrated treatnent plant nmade transportati on of waste
increasingly costly, he said.

As such the prinme mnister called for a cheaper and safer node of waste
transportation since it would be quite inpossible to put up integrated
waste treatment centres |like the one at Bukit Nenas at several other
| ocati ons.

Dr Mahathir said the high charges for waste treatnment at the Bukit
Nenas integrated centre was due to the high technology it adopted for its
operations.

"And high technol ogy is expensive," the prinme mnister said.

Investors intending to inject capital in Ml aysia would have to take
into account the site of the centre as locating their industries near it
woul d gi ve them cost advant age, he said

At first the governnent had difficulty in choosing a site to build the
integrated centre while at the sanme tinme it acknow edged that such a
facility was crucial to the country, he said

Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that residual waste at the centre



woul d not be discarded to nearby canals and rivers as this would not only
threaten aquatic life there but also pose health and other hazards to
resi dents.

When approached by reporters later, Dr Mahathir said the integrated
centre is 100 per cent environnmental ly non-polluting.

On industries asking the centre to reduce rates for waste di sposal, the
prime mnister said it was up to themand Kualiti Alamto negoti ate.

"I'"'mconfident that costs could be slashed down if all the 3,000
i ndustries enmtting schedul ed waste use the centre allowing it to run ful
capacity.

"But when there are factories refusing to use it, the costs would
remai n hi gh because of non-opti mumuse of the facilities,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said so far 757 of about 3,000 industries nation-w de which
emt schedul ed waste have entered into agreenent with Kualiti Al am Sdn Bhd
to send their waste for treatnent there.

Kualiti Al am Sdn Bhd nanagi ng director Zainol Rashid Zai nuddin said so
far the centre had collected 63,000 netric tonnes of schedul ed waste which
he described as a very | ow volune conpared to the centre's actual capacity

Al so present were Science, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk
Law Hi eng Ding, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd | sa Abdul Sanad
and Kualiti Alam Sdn Bhd chairman Tan Sri Razali |smail
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