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USE MORE STEEL FOR CONSTRUCTI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned today called for increased use of steel in the construction and
fabrication industry to create donestic demand for steel and to reduce
costs.

Wth increased consunption of steel, Ml aysia could have a viable stee
i ndustry which is a neasure of Malaysia's industrialisation, he said.

However, he said, industry players were currently using nore concrete
and the production of nore cement as the raw material for concrete tended
to destroy and disfigure Malaysia's beautiful |inmestone hills.

The prinme mnister said this in a speech opening the Ml aysi an
Structural Steel Association Convention 1998 read out by Internationa
Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Dr Mahathir also called on the construction sector to take advantage of
the "forced pause" to re-exam ne the industry.

He said the construction industry had been in total stoppage due to
virtual (International Monetary Fund) | M-1ike policies adopted by the
previous financial authority in the governnent.

Dr Mahathir said construction industry players nust now consi der ways
to become nore efficient and cost effective.

"The i dea of doing nost of the work at the worksite is outdated. W
shoul d be produci ng the conponents of buildings in factories, using nore
aut omati on and precision. The conponents can then be transported to the
wor ksite and assenbl ed,” he said.

To nove forward in the construction industry, he said that Ml aysia
must devel op new t echnol ogi es with reduced need for unskilled worksite
| abour.

He said skilled workers could be trained fromthe | ocal workforce and
t hey shoul d be paid attractive wages.

Dr Mahathir said that as a result of the econonic downturn, Ml aysia
was left with thousands of unskilled foreign workers and out dated
construction techni ques.

"Qur | osses were higher because of our high wastage, |ow productivity,
hi gh | abour content, |ong delivery period, poor workmanship and often | ow
qual ity products,” he said.

He said Mual aysia could not afford the Iuxury of having foreign workers.
Currently 13 per cent of the workforce or 1.14 mllion are | egal m grant
wor kers.

If illegal imrigrants of 800,000 are included (along wth 400, 000
dependents), they nmake up about 2.3 nillion foreign workers.

Al t hough, they had contributed to Mal aysia's econonic growh, the
soci al and financial costs were very high, the prine nminister said.

He said the government now wanted to restart the construction sector
but its contribution to reviving G oss Domestic Product would only be seen
next year.

He al so said that steel conponents of buil dings should be pre-shaped
and manufactured in offsite factories.

The preci si on-nmade conponent parts should be transported to the
construction site for assenbly so as to elimnate the necessity for
shapi ng, bending and fabrication at unsightly and cranped construction
sites, he said.

"Factory-produced parts should be better in every way than parts



produced at worksites by relatively unskilled workers," the prime mnister
added.
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