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Use ball ot box, not violence to voi ce unhappi ness

Dr S. Vijayaratnam

GROUPS unhappy wi th the Government shoul d take note of Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s advice to refrain fromdenonstrations,
and contest in the general election.

Critics who accuse the administration of authoritariani smand
repression, always seemto forget that the nation maintains a system of
parlianmentary denocracy where free el ections are carried out.

Every registered voter is entitled to choose, w thout coercion,
whi chever candi date he or she likes. If not, Kelantan would not be rul ed
by Pas and by-elections in Teluk Intan and Arau woul d not have fallen to
t he Opposition.

This practice has faithfully been upheld since i ndependence, and there
is no reason to doubt it now.

It is quite unnecessary to indulge in street protests and mayhem which,
as alarnmngly exenplified in I ndonesia of late, could turn ugly and result
ininjury and even fatalities.

This is not the way to endear the people to one's cause. In fact, it
woul d alienate themfurther as the public would think twi ce before
consi dering | endi ng support to groups that indulge in unruliness.

During the period allocated for el ection canpaigns, there are various
avenues such as ceramah and house-to-house visits whereby the nessage can
be brought to the voters.

Mal aysi ans, in general, are a peaceful people who feel great uneasi ness
with the actions currently enployed by the so-called refornists.

It is not the Mal aysian way to gat her and shout and cause pandenoni um
as we have seen that apparently initially peaceful denonstrations tend to
get out of hand. This need not have happened if there was no gathering in
the first place

It is hoped that individuals and parties who feel that they have been
wronged, who perceive that there is injustice and who feel that they can
do better than the Bari san Nasi onal CGovernnent, make efforts to join
exi sting opposition political parties (or formnew ones), and contest
legitimately and i n peace.
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