27/ 10/ 1998

Use your power to do good, not harm PMtells the nedia

THE mass nedi a have becone a powerful global institution - often nore
powerful than governnments - and are consequently in a position to do as
much harm as good, says Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

It is the role of the nedia to highlight injustice and work for a better
worl d, but there are times they have yielded to the tenptation to abuse
their power, he said when opening the Conmonweal th Press Uni on bienni al
conference in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

This power has been nmade even nore apparent by the nedia's new found
gl obal reach where the obstacl es of distance and tine have been renpbved by
advances i n technol ogy.

Urging the nedia to rethink their role and use their power well, Dr
Mahat hir said he was not asking for only good things to be reported.

"I amasking that the nedia be fair, balanced and factual ."

Take for exanple the coverage on Mal aysia, "unflattering coments
i nvari ably precede any nention of the word Mal aysia," he said.

"And every tinme Mal aysi a appears on the TV screen, for whatever reason,
pictures of rioting and the fanous bl ack eye are shown," he said, in an
apparent reference to sacked Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mwho was brought to court last nonth with a
brui sed eye

The i npression given by these foreign TV news reports is that Ml aysia
isin astate of perpetual turnoil or it is a police state when police
brutality is a daily or hourly occurrence.

"None of the positive things we have achi eved have been reported. A
mul ti-racial country that is stable and econonically successful is not a
subj ect of interest to the powerful international nedia.

"But a failure of any kind nmakes good copy,"” he said.

"If the media nust report on all those agitating agai nst the governnents
of devel oping countries, at |east give the governnent side fair exposure
as well," the Prine M nister said.

Simlarly, with the kind of nedia treatnment that US President Bill
Clinton has received over the Mnica Lewi nsky case, "how can anyone sit in
j udgenment over himw thout being biased, w thout preconception? How can
t he i npeachnent (proceedings) be fair and just?"

"The nedi a accuse the Ml aysi an Governnent and those of other devel oping
countries of controlling the press. But isn't the nmedia doing the sanme?"

Later, during a question and answer session, Dr Mahathir said
governnents have just as nuch right to press freedomas anyone el se

To the press it is a freedomto report anything it likes, but to the
Governnent press freedomis also the right to comunicate with the masses.

"So when the press denies the right of the government to communi cate
with the people, the press is reserving that freedomfor itself," he said.

He | i kened the situation to that of currency tradi ng where specul ators,
through their closely guarded freedom have caused sonme 20 million people
to lose their jobs.

“I'n Malaysia, the press is free but it is also responsible.

"W, in this country, make no bones about the fact that we want a
disciplined and orderly society... because we are conpeting with others
and in order to conpete, we cannot have anarchy," he said.

( END)
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