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Ut ara Specialist Centre chosen as tel emedi cine application site

Kang Si ew Li

UTARA Specialist Centre in Alor Star, Kedah has been chosen as the testbed
for an advanced el ectronic patient record systemwhich forns part of the
tel emedi cine flagship application in the Multi medi a Super Corri dor.

The system the result of collaborative efforts of Software
I nternational Corp (M Sdn Bhd, Inperial College London and University of
Sout hern California, will be managed by Kuli m Technol ogy Managerent Sdn
Bhd.

Prof Richard I. Kitney, head of the Departnent of Biological and Medica
Systens at Inperial College London, said the pilot test will last for
three nonths and during that period, Kulim Technol ogy Managenent wil |
nmonitor the systemto see whether it is suitable for use in Ml aysian
hospi t al s.

"The web-based system (known as Patient Information Folder) is capable
of handling a wi de range of multimedia medical data and can run on any
wor kst ati on such as Pentium Macintosh and Unix," he told reporters in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday, after giving a talk on "Healthcare Open Network
I nf ormati on Technol ogy Systent.

The tal k was attended by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Kitney said the systemallows healthcare professionals in renote areas
i nstant access to top specialists in other parts of the country w thout
either party leaving their office and, if necessary, direct access to
i nternational experts.

"Heal t hcare professionals in Ml aysia can have direct access to | eadi ng
specialists in other countries at m ni mum cost.

"This facility also allows the integration of the national healthcare
community into international nedicine. The benefit is that patients who
previously travel |l ed abroad for specialist care can now be treated within
their local environnent,"” he said.

The Patient Information Fol der systemal so all ows heal t hcare
professionals in Malaysia to contribute directly to the internationa
mar ket .

"For exanple, participation in renpote radiology is enabled as well as
reporting on el ectrocardi ogram and pat hol ogy slides which can be inported
across the electronic network," he said.

For starters, Uara Specialist Centre will becone the first site in the
worl d to inplenment the system

"W will inplenment simlar systenms at the University of Southern
California Hospital in Los Angeles, and St Mary's Hospital and Hamrersnith
Hospital in London in the next one nonth," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Kul i m Technol ogy Managenent group general nanager Mazl ee M
Ram i said the conpany, together with Software International, is currently
wor ki ng on devel oping a smart card which will provide easier access to
patients' health data through the system but in a secure environment.

( END)



	Utara Specialist Centre chosen as telemedicine application site (NST 03/03/1998)

