UTUSAN MALAYSI A HI GHLI GATS: FRI DAY, JAN 16
16 JANUARY 1998

1. KUALA LUMPUR: The International Mnetary Fund nmanagi ng director
M chel Candessus was pl eased with the steps taken by Mal aysi a t o address
the current economic problens but too early to pass a definitive judgenent.
He said the | MF woul d nake a definitive judgement on Mal aysia only after it
has assessed its fiscal and nonetary policies taken so far. Page 1. Lead
story

2. KUALA LUMPUR: Perodua Kancil, the second national car, was
officially | aunched i n Si ngapore Thursday wi th an expected export sal es of
bet ween 300 to 350 units tothe republic in the first year, Perusahaan
O onpbi | Kedua Sdn Bhd ( Perodua) managi ng di rector Abdul Rahman Omar sai d.
Page 1

3. KUALA LUWPUR: Mal aysia Airlines has been conferred the
"International Airline of the Year Anard" by Airports Conpany of South
Africa. Page 9

4. KUALA LUMPUR: Mal aysi a woul d host the second Wirl d Bank Conference
on d obal Know edge next year which was initiated by the World Bank in
Toronto | ast year, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d. Page
2

5. KUALA LUMPUR: Bank Negara was urged to provide tenporary |l oans to
sone | ocal banks and finance i nstitutions which are facing a shortage of
deposits, Bank Si npanan Nasi onal chairman Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di sai d.
Page 5

6. PULAU PI NANG Hew ett Packard Mal aysia, a division of the
Cal i forni a-based Hewl ett Packard (HP) Conpany, planned to increase its
| ocal supplier to 50 through the setting up of its newline, the Mcrowave
Technol ogy Division, its managi ng director Tan Bi an Ee sai d. Page 9

7. KUALA LUMPUR Local auto parts nakers have been advised to | ook for
opportunities abroad in the Iight of the current economnic situation to be
export-oriented and t ake advantage of the | ower ringgit. The advice cane
fromPaul Low, president of the Mal aysi an Autonotive Conponent Parts
Manuf acturers. Page 9

8. KUALA LUMPUR The ringgit's appreciation seenin the |last few days
was a very positive sign and t he governnment hopes it coul d be stablised
over the long term Deputy Finance M ni ster Dat uk Wng See Wah sai d. Page
10

9. KUALA LUVMPUR: Mal aysi a has not only maintain a clear fiscal and
finance policy, transparent and consistent but proved to be successfull in
i nplementing it, several econom sts said. Page 9

10. KUALA LUVPUR The Education M nistry and Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka
were drafting integrated policy to maintain textbook prices despite the
increase in the cost of materials and printing, Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak said. Page 21
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