UTUSAN MALAYSI A HI GHLI GHTS, JAN 23, 1998, FRI DAY
23 JANUARY 1998

1. JAKARTA: The situation in Indonesiais critical as the Rupiah
crashed toits lowest level inits history. The Rupi ah yesterday crashed to
16,500 to 1 US dol lar. This had enhanced the I ack of confi dence anong
i nternational banking comunity over the success of the | ndonesi an
government efforts in settling foreign debts. Page 1

2. KUALA LUMPUR The sal es of the Mal aysi an nmotor vehicl es are expected
to decrease to 60 percent this year due to the credit sgeeze, the Ml aysi a
Mot or Traders Associ ati on (MVATA) said. Its chairman Ai shah Ahnmad said t he
sale for this year is expected to decrease to 160, 000 units conpared to
404,837 unit | ast year. Page 2

3. KUALA LUMPUR: The National Econom c Advi sory Council (NEAC) which
had its first neeting yesterday concentrated on the prices of goods and t he
credit liquidity ineffortsto foster the country's econom c recovery.
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d the two agenda were
di scussed t horoughly to enabl e t he governnment know t he situation of
nati onal econony and identify the problens. Page 1

4. KUALA LUMPUR: Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has suggested that the
| ocal production conpani es be nerged to pool their capital and expertise in
produci ng higher quality films for the export market. The prine mnister
said as the |l ocal nmarket was small and linited, such a nmerger and export of
| ocal films were appropriate and inline with the current governnent's
priority. Page 2

5. KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has criticised
Mal aysi an suppl yers who dermand their custoners to pay in US dol |l ar al t hough
t hey shoul d conduct their business intheringgit whichis |egal currency
inthis country. Page 2

6. KOTA KI NABALU: Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhas
repeated his call for the people, especially the business circle, not only
to have full faithin the country's local banks but the entirety of the
system He said only with very strong self-confidence, and a resolve to
wor k t oget her coul d Mal aysi ans overcone t he current econony probl ens,
qui ckly and with m ni numcasualty. Page 2

7. KUALA LUMPUR Mal aysi a i s saddened over the massacres in Al geria and
hopes its governnent will ensure that bl oodshed i s not prol onged. Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Haji Ahrmad Badawi sai d Mal aysi a and Al geri a
had | ong standi ng di plomatic relations and the tragi c events there lately
were of concern to Mal aysia. Page 5

8. SEGAMAT: Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) has no plan to i ncrease a new
electric tariff to consuners while the country's is faci ng econom c
sl owdown, its Executive Chairman Dat uk Ahmad Taj uddin Ali sai d. Page 22

9. KUANTAN: Reliance on foreign mlitary equipnment wll be reduced by
usi ng suitable | ocally-nmanufactured equi prrent, sai d Def ence M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Syed Hami d Al bar. He said the armed forces depended heavily on foreign
equi pment and the tinme had come for Malaysia to use the ones locally
produced. Page 24

10. KUALA LUMPUR: The governnent is worried over the people's ignorance
of what is nmeant by a healthy lifestyle, Health M nister Datuk Chua Ju
Meng said. He said an unhealthy lifestyle would |l ead to all kinds of
di seases especial ly when peopl e were getting ol der everyday. Page 25

-- Bernama
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