05 MAY 1998

KTM S SELVARAJAH DI ES

KUALA LUVPUR, May 5 (Bernama) -- The chairman of Keretapi Tanah Mel ayu
Bhd (KTM, Tan Sri C. Selvarajah, passed away today at 2.25 am the rail way
firmannounced in a statement here.

He was 70.

Sel varaj ah, a former senator, died after a short illness at the Kuala
Lunpur Hospital here.

Born in Kuantan on Aug 12, 1927, he read law at the Mddle Tenple in
London and practised | aw here for 30 years after having been called to the
Bar in 1960.

Before taking up |law, Selvarajah was a nedi cal student at the King
Edward VI1 Coll ege of Medicine Cass of 1947, for a year.

Best known nenbers of the the Class are Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Sel varaj ah had held various positions in his lifetine, nostly in the
private sector. H's tenure at KTM and UMW Hol di ngs Bhd was hi s nost
prom nent as a corporate | eader

He was chairman of UMW Hol di ngs between 1978 and February 1989.

In Cctober 1989, Sel varajah was appoi nted chai rman of KTM then known
as Mal ayan Railway before its corporatisation in 1992 and privatisation in
1997. He was retained as chairman of the KTM board after the succesful
corporatisation and privatisation exercise.

He was al so chairman of Mika Hol dings in 1990 and chai rman of Tine
Engi neeri ng.

According to his close friend, forner Court of Appeal judge, Datuk V.C.
George, Selvarajah's dreamwas to have high speed train service between
Si ngapore and Kual a Lunpur. "He has had that dream since 15 years ago,"” he
added.

Speaking to reporters at Selvarajah's residence in Petaling Jaya
George said Selvarajah was al so a keen sportsnan and was a fan of Arsena
Footbal | C ub which won the English Prem er League this year. "A few week
ago, Tan Sri was planning to go and watch Arsenal play," he added.

KTM s exco chairman, Che Khalib Mohd Noh descri bed Sel varajah's death
as a bigloss to KTM Despite suffering froma stroke nore than six nonths
ago, he participated actively in KTM Board neeti ngs, he added.

Selvarajah is survived by a 25-year ol d daughter.

He will be cremated at 2pmtonorrow at the Petaling Jaya Chi nese
Crematoriumin Kanpung Tunku. -- BERNAVA
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