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Vast opportunities in Sudan for investnent

Fauzi ah | smai |

WHEN one tal ks about Sudan, the i mage which usually cones to mind is that
of war and fam ne - thanks to Cabl e News Network which features the
country in this manner.

However, such negative depiction of Sudan has no basis, as Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad, his official delegation and
Mal aysi an busi ness representati ves found out on a recent visit.

Sudan may be a sorry sight in the eyes of the outside world a decade ago
but today, it is a land of vast opportunities, especially to foreign
i nvestors.

According to Dr Mahathir, International Mnetary Fund (I M) nanagi ng
director Mchel Candessus himsel f expressed satisfaction over Sudan's
devel opnent.

Sudan I nformation M nister Ghazi Sal ehuddin, speaking to Ml aysi an
reporters in Khartoumrecently, said his country is vast and has much
agricultural resources. "It is one of the agriculture giants of the
worl d," he said.

Sudan, the largest country in Africa, shares its international boundary
wi t h ei ght nei ghbours: Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Zaire, Centra
African Republic, Chad and Li bya.

The country is well-irrigated by the White Nile and the Blue Nile. The
two rivers in fact nmeet in Khartoum its capital. Its arable |and totals
2.5 mllion sq kmand only a certain percentage has been used.

There is already a Mal aysi an presence in Sudan. Petronas has opened an
office in Khartoumto oversee its single |largest foreign onshore
operations there.

Its investnments totalled nmore than RMR2 billion and the recoverable
reserves at Blocks 1, 2 and 4 in the Muglad Basin in the southern part of
Sudan are expected to contribute about one-third of Ml aysia' s oi
reserves by the year 2002

Advanced Synergy Bhd is rehabilitating the 100-year old Grand Hotel,
which fronts the scenic White Nile. The Gand Villa Hotel will open its
doors in August.

More investnments are forthcom ng. One area is agriculture, especially in
oil pal mcultivation.

Deputy Primary Industries M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n, who
acconpani ed Dr Mahathir on the visit, said Tabung Haji, the PalmQ |l
Research of Mal aysia (Porim and several Sudanese universities are
conducting a study for the purpose.

"W see potential in Sudan. W see for ourselves the situation here and
it is nowhere near as bad as perceived by nany.

"The fact that they (the Sudan Governnent) is confortable with us, and
giving priority to our investors, goes a | ong way towards strengthening
our trade and i nvestnent cooperation," H shamuddi n sai d.

Anot her area which can be pursued by Mal aysians is tourism which has
yet torealise its full potential there. Ml aysi ans can di spense their
expertise in the area

Ghazi said the country sees a fair nunber of tourists, especially in the
north of the country which offers visitors the chance to visit
ar chaeol ogi cal sites.

Sudan al so boasts of pyram ds which are as old as the ones in Egypt.

In the south, tourists can go on safaris. "It is safe here. Check out



the police stations. You will not find any reports of attacks on tourists.
"I'n fact, muggers will refrain frommugging you if they know you are a
tourist," CGhazi said.
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