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VEHI CLE- PRODUCTI ON
VEH CLE PRODUCTI ON ON A PGCSI TI VE TREND, SAYS RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernamm) -- The production of notor vehicles is
showi ng some positive trends, especially for the nonths of August and
Septenber this year, despite the current econom ¢ sl owdown experi enced by
the country, said Mnister of International Trade and Industry Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z.

Citing an exanple, the mnister said the total production for August
1998 was 15,188 units and that for Septenber 1998 was 14,977 units.

The production figures for these two nonths were higher by at |east 50
percent than those of earlier nonths, indicating that the industry is
pi cking up, she said here today at the | aunch of a Mal aysian 1-tonne van,
call ed I nokom Permas, by Industri Oonotif Konersil Sdn Bhd (I nokon)

Rafi dah was representing Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
at the | aunchi ng cerenony.

The m nister said sales of notor vehicles, including comrerci al
vehicles, increased by 11 percent to 404,837 units in 1997 from 364, 788
units in 1996.

She pointed out that the sales fromJanuary to Septenber this year
totall ed 104,593 units, of which 90,181 units were passenger cars/vehicles
while 14,412 units were commerci al vehi cl es.

The total sales of notor vehicles for October 1998 was 16,638 units,
regi stering an increase of 14 percent over the Septenber sales of 14, 308.

Touching on | ocal content, she said the overall gross |ocal content for
passenger vehicles is between 65 and 70 percent.

El aborating further, Rafidah said the gross |local content for Proton is
80 percent and for Perodua, it is 70 percent. The |local content for |oca
assenbl ed vehicles is 40 percent while that for the | nokom Permas is 25
percent.

The net local content for Proton and Perodua is 55 percent ant 40
percent respectively, she said.

Earlier, Rafidah said the introduction of foreign technology into the
country should be viewed as a prinme nover to local efforts rather than be
seen as "technol ogy dependency syndrone".

As for the Permas van that was | aunched today, the van cones with an
interesting mx of variants to cater to the respective notoring needs.
There are standard and del uxe versions offering a range of fittings and
features. Matching the variety is the attractive range of affordable
prices.

For commercial or private registration, the Pernas prices range froman
af ffordabl e RW1, 746.32 for a panel van to RMB0, 912.53 for a | ong
wheel base, hi gh-roof w ndow van

These I nokom Permas vans are distributed by two established autonotive
conpani es - Quasar Carriage Sdn Bhd and Hyumal Mbdtor Sdn Bhd. -- BERNAMVA
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