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"TO bol dly go where no one has gone before.” Quoting Captain Janes T. Kirk
to describe Asia's journey of self-discovery nmay seemirrel evant, but in
the case of the recent student conference in Kuala Lunpur entitled "Asia
in Transition: Beyond the Mracle", it proved nost apt - and then sone!

The quote, used by ISIS chairman and CEO Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopiee, hit
home for sone del egates, anong them Christine Susamm, 22.

An | ndonesi an Chi nese university student, Susamma chose to attend
despite the fact that her famly in Jakarta was in the thick of the
I ndonesi an riots just days before the conference started.

Angry nobs forced Susamma and her family out of their house, where they
were set upon. Susamma recalled that if it weren't for the quick
i ntervention of neighbours, her famly would have been kill ed.

"The conference has given ne hope," she said. "Before | cane here, | had
nmore or |ess decided to flee Indonesia. Now | know | rnust return. The
things | have | earnt have given nme a better understandi ng of what | have
to do to ensure those riots never occur again."

For Susanma and over 270 other del egates, the inperative is clear. In
the aftermath of the I ndonesian riots, the current econom c sl owdown and
I ndia and Pakistan's tit-for-tat nuclear tests, the world is becom ng an
increasingly difficult place in which to live.

The four-day conference at the Putra World Trade Centre was the perfect
opportunity for themto seek answers and |l et their hopes be heard - the
voi ce of the world's young adults, youths who are | eaders of the future

Apart from Noordin, conference sessions were | ed by noted speakers such
as Deputy Prinmary Industries M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein, Mal aysi an
Al DS Counci| president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir and New Straits Tines
associ ate editor Rose Ismail.

Kudos nust go to the organising committee for a snooth and wel | - handl ed
conference. Consisting mainly of university students and young
professionals, the conmttee's professionalismresulted in what was
probably one of the best-organi sed conferences ever held in Ml aysia.

Del egat es' questions, debates and di scussions centred on the concept of
Asi an val ues and their role in the devel opnent and - currently - econom ¢
problens afflicting the region.

"There is no such thing as Asian val ues," decl ared H shanuddi n, pointing
out that core "Asian" values have "at one tine or another been an integra
strength of European or Anerican society".

Debunki ng the concept of Asian values, calling themas nythical as the
"Asian nmiracle", H shanuddin call ed upon del egates to sei ze upon recent
regional events as a "rare opportunity to rethink the kind of economc
devel oprnent nodel s to adopt for the future".

Citing the need for a balance in this future nodel, between sustai ned
econom ¢ grow h and a strong neasure of social justice, Hi shanuddin called
this i npendi ng new Asi an econom ¢ nodel "Asian realism"

Wth intellectuals predicting an i npendi ng clash of civilisations
bet ween East and West, Noordin spoke of this new nodel and asked: "Wy not
cel ebrate the differences between us, and pick and choose the best from
anong each of our cultures and civilisations, to create a feast of
civilisations'"?

Del egates were taken on a tour of the Miultinedia Super Corridor, to
provide a glinpse of the future. Wich, apart fromthe technol ogi ca



aspect, is basically not very pleasant, as pointed out by the panellists
for the session on globalisation and its social and environnental inpact.

Speaki ng of the chall enges faced by the individual within the globa
village, Rose said: "I think we forget, when all is said and done, it
comes right down to that one individual."

Li ke Susamma, who nmade a request: "Please dedicate your article to al
those who died during the riots."

To whom though, shall we inpart the insights gained in the cloistered
at nrosphere of the student conference?

That ni ght, as del egates were deep in noble thoughts of boldly going
wher e no-one has gone before, cane the answer:

In the darkness right outside the confines of the bright conference
hal I, daredevils astride notorcycles, |ooking to be barely in their
twenties, were turning the roads around the PWC into a nakeshift
racetrack and tearing around at breakneck speed - right into a massive
traffic police operation!

O fenders were pronptly arrested, handcuffed, and boldly taken by the
pol i ce where none of the del egates have been before: traffic police
headquarters in Jal an Bandar, where they were forced to squat in the
parking lot, facing the prospect of a hefty fine and jail sentence for
reckl ess riding.

| notice their bowed heads, and the cowed silence of these forgotten
yout hs spoke nore loudly than all that was uttered in the well-lit
conference roons of the intellectual elite.

So much for boldly going where none has been before. So nuch for getting
together to discuss making the world a better place. Yes, so nuch.

( END)
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