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VI ETNAMESE PRESI DENT TO VI SI' T MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, March 12 (Bernanma) -- Vi etnanese President Tran Duc Luong
will begin a three-day state visit to Mal aysia on Monday, ained at further
enhancing bilateral ties between the two Sout heast Asian nations.

The visit, the first by a Vietnanese Head of State to Malaysia, is also
to reciprocate the visit by Yang di -Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar to Vi etnam
in 1995, a Wsna Putra statenent, here, says.

It will be the president's first visit abroad since assum ng office
| ast Sept enber.

Duc Luong will be acconpani ed by a 35-nenber del egati on conpri sing
several mnisters, deputy mnisters, senior government officials and the
country's busi ness comunity.

He will be accorded a cerenonial wel come at Parlianment Square
imedi ately after arrival and will be hosted to a state banquet at |stana
Negara by Tuanku Ja' afar, the statenment says.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to call on
the Vi etnanese | eader on the first day of the visit and exchange vi ews on
bilateral, regional and international issues of commpn concern.

"The financial and econonmic situation on the region is al so expected to
feature prominently in the prinme mnister's discussions with the
president," the statenent adds.

Duc Luong is also schedul ed to address | eadi ng Mal aysi an busi nessnen at
a | uncheon neeting organi sed by the National Chanber of Comrerce and
I ndustry.

Hi s progranme includes visits to the Petronas Twin Towers, Gol den Hope
Pl antation and Refinery in Sepang, the Forest Research Institute of
Mal aysia i n Kepong and the Art and Handi craft Conpl ex here. -- BERNAMA
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