17/ 03/ 1998

Vi et nanese President arrives for State visit

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Vi etnanese President Tran Duc Luong arrived todayfor
a three-day visit to Malaysia, ainmed at enhancing bilateral ties.

He | ed a 35-nenber del egation conprising several mnisters, deputy
m nisters, senior Government officials and busi nessnmen. The del egati on
arrived at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang at
3. 15pm

They were received by acting Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d
O hman and Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister Datuk Mustapa Mohaned, who is
the mi ni ster-in-attendance.

The visit, the first by a Vietnanmese Head of State to Malaysia, is also
to reciprocate the visit by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar to
Vi etnamin 1995.

It is also the President's first visit abroad since assum ng office |ast
Sept enber.

A wel coming cerenony was held at the Parlianent House at 4pm where Duc
Luong and his entourage were net by Tuanku Ja' afar.

Al so present were Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, severa
Cabi net M nisters, Deputy Mnisters and senior Governnment officials.

After the national anthens of both countries were played by the Royal
Mal ay Regi nent Central Band, the King acconpani ed Duc Luong to inspect the
guard of honour nmade up of four officers and 103 nen fromthe First Royal
Mal ay Regi nent under the conmand of Maj or Ronai Nor Mohamad.

Duc Luong was al so accorded a 21-gun salute and was then introduced to
Cabi net M nisters and nmenbers of the diplomatic corps.

Later, Dr Mahathir called on Duc Luong at the KL Hilton and exchanged
views on bilateral, regional and international issues.

Duc Luong was al so hosted to a State banquet dinner by the King at
| stana Negara. Tonorrow nmorning, the delegation will visit the Petronas
Twi n Tower s.

They will also be hosted to |unch by the National Chanber of Conmerce
and I ndustry Mal aysia, where Duc Luong is schedul ed to address | eadi ng
Mal aysi an busi nessnen.

The del egation will also visit the Gol den Hope Refinery in Sepang | ater
in the day.

Al'so on the President's itinerary is a visit to the Forest Research
Institute of Mal aysia and the Art and Handicraft Conpl ex.
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