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VI ETNAMESE PRESI DENT ARRI VES FOR HHSTORIC VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernanma) -- Vi etnanese President Tran Duc Luong
arrived here today to begin a three-day state visit, the first by a
Vi et namese head of state since the two countries established diplomtic
ties in 1973.

Luong's trip, ained at enhancing bilateral ties between the two
Sout heast Asian nations, is also to reciprocate the visit by the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar to Vietnamin 1995.

The Vi et namese | eader was received on arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport by Acting Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Abdul Hanmid O hnman and
Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nister Datuk Mistapa Mohaned, who is the
M ni ster-in-Attendance.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi is in Qatar to attend
the Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) Foreign Mnisters' neeting.

Also at the airport were Ml aysia's Anbassador to Vi et nam Zai nal Abidin
Zin and Vi etnam s Anbassador to Mal aysi a Hoang Nhu Ly and seni or gover nnment
of ficials.

Luong was whi sked to Parlianment Square for the official welcom ng
cer enony.

He i s acconpani ed by a 35-nmenber del egati on conprising severa
m ni sters, deputy mnisters, senior government officials and busi nessnen.

Later, Luong was accorded an official welconme at the Parliament Square.

He was received by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Luong i nspected a guard-of - honour nmounted by 107 officers and nen of
the Royal Mal ay Regi nent under the conmand of Mejar Ronai Nor Mbhaned.

He was introduced to Cabi net nenbers, heads of foreign mssions and
other dignitaries.

A 21-gun salute was fired. The national anthens of both countries were
al so pl ayed.

Luong will hold discussions with Dr Mahathir today on bilateral,
regi onal and international issues.

Toni ght, the Vietnanese president will attend a state banquet hosted by
Tuanku Ja' afar at |stana Negara. -- BERNAVA
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