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RAFI DAH ANVAR
VI EWANWAR S SACKI NG OBJECTI VELY, SAYS RAFI DAH

By: Mohd Ri zal Razall

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Mnister of International Trade and
I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said the Cabi net had endorsed t he sacking
of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas Deputy Prime Mnister and Fi nance M ni ster.

She called on the people to support the | eadership and nost inportantly
vi ew t he sacki ng of Anwar very objectively.

Rafi dah said the sacking of Anwar is a "very sad of turn of events" but
certainly people have to "appreci ate whatever reason - a very strong and
cogent one" taken.

"Actually it goes to show that nobody is above the |law, that where the
| aw applies does not matter, be it a snmall or a big nan," she said.

"I also fully support Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad in
what ever neasures that has been initiated by himand the governnment," she
sai d when asked to conment on Anwar's sacking after officiating the 11th
Mal aysi a- Tai wan St andi ng Conmitte neeting here today.

The Prime Mnister's Departnent in a brief statement announced t hat
Anwar has been sacked as Deputy Prine M nister and Finance M ni ster
effective 5.30 pmyesterday, but no reasons were given.

Rafi dah said that "the Prime M nister has very good reasons obvi ously
for having to do sonmething in the political arena and at the sane tine, he
is resolving the economic situation."

She al so said there woul d be sone peopl e who m ght not understand what
i s happening, and therefore "they have to listen carefully to what is
happeni ng and then understand the reasons why it is being done."

She stressed that the focus now should be on the econonic recovery
process.

"The governnent has put together all the necessary econom ¢ neasures
and if there are any nore new nmeasures, we will do it,"” she said in
reference to the capital control neasures announced by Bank Negara
recently.

When asked if there would be a change in econonic policy after the
sacki ng of Anwar, she said "there will definitely be no change and that the
goverment will contiunue to nonitor closely the neasures whi ch have been
i mpl emented. "

To inprove the (economic) situation, she said Ml aysi ans t hensel ves can
doit, while it was inportant for investors and outsiders to have
confidence in what the government was doi ng.

"And it is also inmportant to note that Ml aysi ans have al ready shown
confidence in what the governnent is doing," said Rafidah.

Raf i dah, who was a forner Wanita UMNO head, urged party nmenbers "to
remain calmand see this matter very objectively."

"Today, | read in the newspapers that people say | eaders cone (and)
| eaders go, that is very true, no one is indispensable," she said.

"But nost inportantly now, let us not forget that there is a very
critical issue ahead of us, that is the ecocom c recovery," she said,
addi ng that "unless we recover, there is no point talking about
politics."--BERNAVA
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