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Vi ew career options at March fair

Marina Tan

MALAYSI ANS who want to explore their opportunities in higher education and
training and career options should nmake a date with the Internationa
Educati on and Language 1998 Exhibition, to be held in March.

Organi sed by Facon Exhibition and Trade Fairs (M Sdn Bhd for the ninth
time, the exhibition showases both | ocal and overseas educati ona
institutions and courses.

This year's exhibition al so enphasi ses | anguage | earni ng and
affordability, issues which, Facon general nanager Wng Kum San said, are
timely as the country deals with increasing globalisation, shortage of
skill ed | abour and regi onal econom c probl ens.

The fair is to be held in conjunction with the Careers |ncorporating
Trai ning exhibition, so visitors, especially school -1 eavers and
under gr aduat es, can get an i dea of careers avail able and equip thensel ves
with the rel evant skills.

About 60 per cent of the 100 exhi bition booths have been filled up. A
recent Press conference illustrated the diverse nature of the exhibitors,
whi ch include the Tun Abdul Razak Institute of Technol ogy, Internationa
Medi cal Col | ege, Mal aysian Institute of Art, Sedaya Col |l ege, French
Education Centre and Sunway Col | ege.

Af f ordabl e and accessi ble through its six Peninsul a-w de canpuses, the
Tun Abdul Razak Institute of Technology (I TTAR) offers courses in business
admi ni strati on and managenent, accountancy, hotel/resort managenent and
tourism conputer and i nformation technol ogy, technical and vocationa
trai ni ng and entrepreneurship.

Apart frominternal programes ranging fromcertificate to advanced
di pl oma courses, |ITTAR has joint programres with Universiti Sains Ml aysia
and the Swansea Institute of H gher Education. Total tuition fees range
fromRML, 875 to RMLO, 965.

Al ready, 6,000 students have graduated since the institute was | aunched
in 1992 by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Meanwhi | e, those interested in pursuing medical or pharnacy degree
progranmmes can | earn nore about the International Medical Coll ege,
established in 1992.

According to | MC dean Prof David Riches, students spend the first two-
and- a-half years at | MC before going overseas to one of its 20 partner
medi cal schools in Australia, New Zeal and, Canada, the United States, the
Uni ted Ki ngdom and | rel and.

Students in this year's March intake will be going overseas in the year
2000 or 2001, Riches said, adding that after conpleting their two- to
t hr ee- and- a- hal f-year programe there, they will return to Malaysia to do
a one-year housemanshi p.

The 31-year-old Mal aysian Institute of Art, on the other hand, is
aggressively gearing itself to help fulfil the country's denand for
qualified artists, designers, nusicians and perform ng artists.

This is through short-termand full-tine certificate programres, as well
as overseas links with over 25 different institutions.

"Aside fromour two main schools of Arts and Design and Performng Arts,
we al so have an extra-nural studies programme for the general public which
has drawn students ranging fromfour years of age to 72," said MCA
mar keti ng and pronotion director Jeffrey Lim

The non-profit institute also re-channels its profits back to society,



Limsaid, through 10 different schol arshi ps and various forns of financi al
aid for deserving students. Its National Art Conpetition Schol arship, for
exanpl e, pays for the student's entire three-year programe.

For those wanting an edge through international exposure, the French
Education Centre offers access to nore than 2,000 undergraduate and post -
graduate courses in 90 public universities, 250 pol ytechnics and over 200
busi ness and engi neering schools in France.

The centre is the representative office in Ml aysia of the Societe
Francai se d' Exportati on de Resources Educatives (SFERE), an agency
directly sponsored and backed by the French Governnent.

As SFERE director for Ml aysia Serge Rabier put it, "Speaking English is
no | onger extraordinary and the only way for high flyers to distinguish
thensel ves is to be know edgeabl e i n ot her | anguages, other cultures.”

The education and training exhibitions will be held at Kuala Lunpur's
Putra Wrld Trade Centre from March 13 to 15, |poh's Syuen Hotel on March
17, Penang's Berjaya Georgetown Hotel on March 19 and Johor Baru's Hol i day
I nn Crowne Plaza on March 21.

They are supported by the Education Mnistry, the Ml aysi an Associ ati on
of Private Colleges and the New Straits Tines. Those interested can
contact Facon at 03-788766, fax 03-788771 or e-muil facon@o.jaring.ny for
nore details.
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