30/ 03/ 1998

Deportation not a violation of human rights, says PM

MALAYSI A has not violated any human rights with its decision to deport
illegal mgrants, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad says.

"As far as | amconcerned, there is no violation. Wy is there
(viol ation) when we are sendi ng them back? W cannot be supporting them"
he told newsnen after [aunching the North Pole Freefall Expedition in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment on a foreign news report claimng that
a hi gh-ranki ng I ndonesi an official had described the death of eight
| ndonesian illegal inmmgrants during the Senenyih detention canp riot |ast
Thursday as a violation of human rights.

The Prinme M nister said he was unaware of such a report, adding that
| ndonesi an Vi ce- Presi dent Bacharuddi n Jusuf Habi bi e, whom he net
yesterday, did not raise any issue regarding the repatriation exerci se.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi , neanwhil e, expressed
regret over "negative" and "basel ess" foreign reports on the incident.

Abdul | ah said sone of the reports violate the principle of conventiona
press freedom

"This is not press freedom.. it is not that we cannot accept criticism
but their reports nust be accurate,” he told reporters after opening the
Gonbak Ummo divisional nmeeting in Kuala Lunpur.

Abdul | ah al so said the Governnent will not hand over the detention canps
to the United Nations H gh Conmi ssion for Refugees (UNCHR)

"They are not refugees but people who seek to work (in the country)
illegally."

He was commenting on a statement by Human Rights Watch's director for
Asia, M M ke Jendrzejezyk, who urged Mal aysia to cease the repatriation
exerci se and hand the detention canps over to the UNCHR
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