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Vi ol ence, street denbs not the answer (HL)

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Prinme Mnister today told an international
conference of editors and witers that violent street denobnstrations were
not the answer to solving political disagreenents.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said that although violent denpnstrations
had worked i n I ndonesia where President Suharto was forced to step down,
such street justice would not work in Mal aysi a because it was not part of
the country's tradition nor its | egal system

Dr Mahathir was responding to a question fromthe editor-in-chief of
Post Newspapers Ltd of Zanbia, Fred M nenbe, at the 22nd Conmonweal th
Press Uni on Bi ennial Conference at Shangri-La Hotel.

"The Governnent in Malaysia cannot be brought down by street
denonstrations. Denmpnstrations cannot nmake decisions for us," he said,
addi ng that nmenbers of the Governnent were el ected through the denpcratic
pr ocess.

Ironically, Dr Mahathir said, Mnisters were being sacked throughout the
wor | d but nobody questioned such di sm ssal s.

However, he said, when former Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas sacked, many people objected to it.

"All the other Mnisters who were sacked decided to | eave quietly but he
(Anwar) chose to hold denonstrations after his renoval ."

Dr Mahathir said currently, there were attenpts to topple the Governnent
t hrough street denopnstrations and ot her undenocratic ways.

"How can the nedia support this attenpt and at the sane tine tal k about
denocracy? Support the opponents of the Governnent by all neans but the
nmedi a must not advocate an undenocratic overthrow of the Governnent.

"I don't know about other countries, but in Milaysia, the Cpposition can
win the elections and formthe Government. | nyself have | ost an el ection
bef ore.

"I am perhaps the only dictator who has to stand for el ections before
dictating.”

Dr Mahathir said in Malaysia, Mnisters had been charged in court for
various offences and were found guilty but there were no denonstrations
and charges that the court was biased.

The Prime M nister said Anwar was only renoved after he consulted al
the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters, who felt he should be sacked
because he was not fit to be the next Prine Mnister.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir urged the international nmedia to rethink its
role for the future of manki nd and spare tenptations to msuse its
enor nous power .

He said this was especially so because the nedia had a role to play in
pronoting a positive concept of good nei ghbourliness in the global village
and shapi ng a new cul ture of sharing.

He said as nmuch as the international nedia reported on those agitating
t he Governnments in devel opi ng countries, the governnent side should al so
be given a fair exposure.

"The international nedia never gives the government side an airing. In
fact, it distorts reports about the Governnent and goes so far as to
fabricate unflattering stories about the Governnent."

Dr Mahathir said the Press was a very powerful institution which was
often tenpted to m suse power.

He sai d Mal aysi a had never had a good Press as none of its positive



achi evenments were report ed.

He said a multi-racial country that was stable and econom cally
successful was not a subject of interest to the powerful anong the
i nternational nedia.

"But a failure of any kind makes a good copy. And so every tine Ml aysia
appears on tel evision for whatever reason, the pictures of rioting and the
famous bl ack eye are shown,"” he said referring to Anwar, who appeared in
court on Sept 29 with a black eye which he alleged was a result of police
brutality.

Dr Mahathir said the black eye (on Anwar) was being investigated and the
guilty party woul d be puni shed. There woul d be no cover-up, he said.

"I must be crazy if | wanted the bl ack eye which the police then paraded
before the world through the nmedia, print and el ectronic.

"Yet the media inplied that the Mal aysian dictator is presiding over a
police state where giving black eyes to prisoners is common practice.
| ndeed one witer said that the subject was beaten to pul p," he said.

Dr Mahathir did not nanme the witer who said this but former Hong Kong
Governor Chris Patten said this in an article he wote in the newspaper,
The | ndependent, on Cct 11.

In the article headlined "W nust defend the Finance Mnister with a
bl ack eye," Patten said Anwar was "beaten to a pulp ... being beaten up by
the police, blindfolded and thrashed until he | ost consci ousness".

Dr Mahathir said the international nedia gave the inpression that
Mal aysia was in a state of perpetual turnoil, a police state where police
brutality was daily or even an hourly occurrence.

"Qccasionally, pictures of arnmoured cars nanned by African bl acks are
shown when reporting about the denpnstrations w thout explaining howthese
Africans cane to be driving arnmoured cars in Ml aysi a.

"I amnot denying that there have been sone rioting and breaking into
buil dings by the rioters.

"The police nmay have been rough but you can conpare their handling of
the denonstrators with the handling by European and Anmerican | aw
enforcenent officers.

“"Invariably, the latter are nore brutal,’

(END)

he sai d.
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