24/ 09/ 1998

“Virtual Commonweal th' on Sept 29

THE first "Virtual Commobnweal t h" vi deo-conferenci ng di al ogue sessi on,

i nter-connecting six cities, to be launched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad on Sept 29, has the potential for future cross-border
di scussi ons.

The National |nformation Technol ogy Council permanent secretary Tengku
Dat uk Dr Mohamad Azznan Shariffadeen descri bed the session as a "dynanic
i dea".

"The session will inprove everyone's understandi ng of the cross-border
i ssues involved in information technol ogy. ..

"Just imagine a Virtual Conmmonweal th which woul d have di scussi ons on
gl obal issues whenever necessary."

Themed " Governance in an | nternetwrked Wrld: Towards a G oba
Cvilised Society", the session will be held in conjunction with the
Mul timedia Asia '98 - an annual National Information Technol ogy Counci
conference and exhibition for the Miltinedia Super Corridor - in Kuala
Lunpur between Sept 29 and Cct 2.

The six cities, in three tinme zones, are Washi ngton, New York, Canbridge
(Massachusetts), Brussels, CGeneva and Kual a Lunpur

Dr Mahathir nooted the idea last year in anticipation of the dramatic
i npact of information technol ogy on gl obal governance.

The 90-minute session will be conducted in an open and transparent forum
wi th worl dwi de access.

The onsite panel and international personalities include Wrld Bank
Vi ce- presi dent Jean-M chel Severino, European Conmi ssioner for industria
affairs, information technol ogy and tel ecomuni cati ons Marti n Bangenann,
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent Rubens Ri cupero
dean of the John F. Kennedy School of Governnent, Harvard University Dr
Joseph S. Nye and the Schol ar-1n-Resi dence at the Ford Foundation Brian

Ur quhart .
Institute of Strategic and International Studies Ml aysia Tan Sri
Noordi n Sopiee will be the noderator while |ocal panelists will include

Tengku Azzman and the executive chairman of the Multimedi a Devel opment
Corporation Tan Sri O hrman Yeop Abdul | ah.

The areas and i ssues of discussion include A obal Governance: R ghts,
Rol es, Responsibilities and Rel ati onships, G tizenship, Politics and
Leadershi p: Whither the Nation State, Poverty, Soci o-econom ¢ Justice and
Human Dignity, Media, Culture and Con-text: Is Diversity at Ri sk? and
Ethics, Mrrality and Spirituality in the Information Age.
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