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By: K Mithu

SHAH ALAM Nov 26 (Bernama) -- It is vital for Malaysia to develop an
efficient and cost-effective logistics infrastructure if it is to neet the
rising demand fromgrowi ng i nternational trade, Konsortium Perkapal an Bhd
G oup Executive Chairman Mrzan Mahat hir said today.

There should al so be a snooth delivery-on-tine infrastructure, he said
at the contract singing cerenony between Westport Distripark (M Sdn Bhd
and Philip Morris (M Sdn Bhd here today.

Wth international trade growing at an even faster rate in the future,
Mal aysis is well-positioned to capitalise on this opportunity, he said.

"However to do so, it is inperative that we have the infrastructure
particularly in the area of logistics to neet the denand," said Mrzan.

Under the six-year contract, Westport Distripark, a subsidiary of
Konsortium Per kapal an, will provide warehousing facilities and services to
Philip Morris.

M rzan signed of behalf Wstport Distripark while Philip Mrris was
represented by its general nmanager, Rocardo Cergneux. Al so present was
Philip Morris vice president Antoni o Marques.

West port Distripark is a joint venture between Konsortium Perkapal an
with a 80 percent stake and Kelang Multi Term nal Bhd (KMI), operator of
West Port, which holds the renmaining 20 percent share.

The first phase of the facility was devel oped at a cost of RML50
mllion at Westport, Pulau Indah. It is strategically |ocated al ong the Far
East/ Europe service route with direct shipping links to internationa
routes.

It is well-linked by road and railway to Port Klang and the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang.

The first phase involved four warehouses with a capacity of 670,000 sq
ft. O this, 470,000 sq ft conprise doubl e-story warehouses whil e anot her
200,000 sq ft entail a conventional storage area w th val ue-added
facilities and tenperature control roons.

M rzan said phases two and three woul d be devel oped on a 9.6 ha site
next year.

Phase two is targeted for the storage and distribution of dangerous
goods whil e Phase three is for the refurbishnment of foreign cars and
conput ers.

Among t he services provided by the conpany are regional distribution,
contai ner freight station and cargo consolidation, transhipnent, trading
servi ces and val ue added activities |like packing and repacki ng, packagi ng
and repackagi ng, |abelling and re-labelling, inspection and sanpling,
sorting and gradi ng.

M rzan said the contract would bring in RVb million in revenue for the
conmpany annual | y.

He said the logistics facilties at Westport Distripark had been
devel ped as a distribution megahub to neet the demand of the nost
chal | engi ng busi nesses.

He described its selection by Philip Mirris selection as the latter's
confidence in Westport Distripark's ability to provide quality service.

West port Distripark general manager Kamaruddi n Awang said 70 percent of
area of Warehouse Nunber One has al ready been taken up while the other
t hree war ehouses have an occupancy of 50 percent.

Philip Morris' Marques said a well-managed and effici ent warehousing



partner was crucial for the conpany as its South East Asian operations was
| ocated in Serenban, Negeri Senbilan with a state-of-the-art factory. --
BERNAMA
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