15/ 04/ 1998

Wat er supply: Need for better coordination

THE Federal Governnment does not intend to take over the nanagenent of

wat er supply fromstate governnents but wants to ensure better
coordination in the supply, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d.

In fact, Dr Mahathir said, the Federal Government foresees that the
cooperation between states in coordinating the supply of water can be
achi eved within a short period.

"W can channel the water supply from Kedah, Perak, Penang or Pahang to
Sel angor which is facing acute water shortage. In fact, we are already
trying to channel water supply up to Kuala Lunpur

"It may cost a little bit because it has to go across nountains to bring
water fromother states but we can do it," he told newsnmen after
delivering a keynote address at the opening of a three-day sem nar on
virtual reality in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Unl i ke previously where the state governnents declined to surrender the
"power" to supply water to the Federal Governnent, Dr Mahathir said the
fornmer now accept the fact that there is an urgent need for better
coordi nati on anbng states in the water supply.

"The state governnents are now nore concerned over the water shortage
and will cooperate to solve the problem

"W have informed the state governnments (the nmenteris besar and chi ef
mnisters) like during the Umo suprene council neeting | ast week. They
understand and will cooperate,” he added.

On the proposed setting up of a National Water Supply Council, Dr
Mahat hir said the idea has been npboted a long tine ago but has yet to take
of f because all the states declined to surrender the "power"” of water
supply to the Federal CGovernnent.

"W (Federal Covernnent) have no intention of taking over the power of
the state governnents, merely wanting to coordinate the supply fromstates
whi ch are having nore than enough water to those facing acute shortage.

"While we are staying in one country, the states think that water supply
is under their respective jurisdiction and they are not interested to
supply to other states,” he added.

Asked why the state governments were slowto respond to the proposa
when they have been warned earlier on the possible water shortage due to
the El -Ni no phenonenon, Dr Mahathir said they (state governments) did not
predi ct that the drought season woul d prol ong.

"We did warn them many years ago, especially when we felt that Kual a
Lunpur is growing at a rapi d pace and needed adequate supply of water and
electricity.

On whether there is a directive to industries to cut down or seek other
sources of water supply, Dr Mahathir said he was not aware of any but did
not rule out the need for such provision.

"l don't know whether they have been asked to but | think they rmust nake
provision for that.

"In some cases, the industries dig their owm wells and use the water but
we cannot have too many of that," he said, adding this will also affect
the growth in investnent because future investment will also take this
i nto consideration

He said industries and investors should be rem nded that the current
drought season is "unusual" and has never ever happened in this country.



Dr Mahathir also reiterated that the Government will not cut down water
supply to Singapore because the country still has adequate supply of
wat er .

"W will not cut down but will continue supplying water. VW& have enough
wat er but only water shortage in sonme places.

"So far, there is no drying up of catchnent areas that affects the
supply of water to Singapore,” he added.
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