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Water woes will take tine to solve: Dr M

Kamar ul Yunus

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said efforts to overcone the
current water shortage faced by several states, especially Sel angor and
the Federal Territory, will take tinme.

The problemwi || not be resol ved overni ght despite having Deputy Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimchair a top-level neeting today to seek
solutions to the water shortage, he told reporters in Kuala Lunpur after
| aunching the North Pol e Freefall Expedition yesterday.

"W can take the necessary action or the rains will cone but we cannot
predict ... the El -N no phenonenon does not informus (when the drought
woul d end)," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on the current water crisis in severa
states in the country.

Heads of representatives of the various departnments and agenci es
involved in water supply will nmeet at the Kuala Lunpur City Hall today.

The neeting is ained at seeking solutions to the water shortage.

Representatives fromCity Hall, the Econom c Planning Unit in the Prine
M nister's Departnent, the waterworks section of the Public Wrks
Depart ment, Puncak Ni aga Bhd, | ndah Water Konsortium and the Sel angor
Wat er Departnent are anong those expected to attend.

Bernama reports: A paper on the current water shortage in several states
will be submitted to the Cabinet on Wednesday, Wrks M nister Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel lu said yesterday.

"Deputy Prine M nster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwants us to look into the
matter urgently and all this will be dicussed on Wdnesday." he said.

He woul d al so subnit several proposals fromvarious sources, including
conmpani es, at the high-level neeting with Anwar today, he told reporters
after briefing MC divisional | eaders on Koperasi Didik Bhd (Kop Didik) in
Kual a Lunpur.
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