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We will support Sabah as nmuch as possible, says Dr M

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t here shoul d be maxi mum comuni cati on between the Federal and Sabah
Governnents for a close working rel ati onship

Speaki ng during a brief stopover at the Kota Kinabal u I nternational
Airport en route to Kuala Lunmpur from Tokyo, he said new y-appoi nted Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Bernard Donpok understood the need for cordial ties with
t he Federal Governnent.

"l have spoken to Donpok and he agrees that there should be nmaxi num
conmuni cation so that when we do things we do it together," he said.

Dr Mahathir had a 20-minute neeting with Donmpok at the airport's VIP
| ounge.

On the appoi ntnent of Datuk Osu Sukam as Sabah Deputy Chief M nister and
Fi nance M nister, he said it was ainmed at further strengthening the State
Governnent in view of the forthcom ng State el ection.

He said Gsu and Donpok coul d act as bridge between the State and Federa
Governnents as both had served in the Federal Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir said Gsu understood the inmportance of working together in
t he Sabah Government and Bari san Nasi onal .

"As we know, sone day we will have an el ection and we cannot go on
t hi nki ng about mi nor things," he said. The Federal Governnment would like to
support the Sabah Governnment as much as possi bl e.

The Prime Mnister said there were nmany problens in Sabah, such as water
and electricity supply and other basic infrastructure.

He said the State's finances nust be managed efficiently in view of the
econom ¢ probl ens.

"W have to manage the finances of Sabah very well because these are
hard tines and we cannot chop down trees the way we used to before; so we
have to be very careful ."

He said considering the coming State el ection, Sabah needed the
strongest possible combination in the State Cabinet.

"W need the strongest possible conbination and although Gsu is a
Federal M nister, we think he has a big responsibility here."

On Csu's replacenent in the Federal Cabinet, Dr Mahathir said he had yet
to make a decision but it would be an Umo | eader from Sabah

Asked about Donpok's unprecedented nove to appoint his predecessor Datuk
Yong Teck Lee in the Cabinet, Dr Mahathir said Yong had told himhe would
i ke to continue.

However, he said Yong did not want a post higher than an ordinary
M ni ster so that he could focus on other matters including | ooking after
his party.

He al so said Yong's predecessor Datuk Salleh Tun Said was not re-
appointed to the Cabinet after his termexpired on May 28, 1996 as he
wanted a rest.

( END)



	We will support Sabah as much as possible, says Dr M (NST 06/06/1998)

